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Introduction
The “Citizenship Now!” Exam Preparation course is a 10-unit curriculum to prepare
adult ESOL learners for the revised citizenship exam released by the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) in October 2008. This teacher’s manual serves as a companion
to the handbook for instructors teaching the course in a classroom.
The curriculum provides 20 hours of instruction in ten 2-hour units. The curriculum has been
designed to reflect key practices for adult learners such as:
• organizing units thematically to build students’ background knowledge and to scaffold
their learning
• pre-test predicting activities to check students’ prior knowledge
• brief reading texts aimed at learners at NRS levels 3-5 to help them to learn historical
information in context
• review activities that reinforce student-led learning
• an emphasis on pronunciation strategies to help learners to succeed on the oral portion of
the exam
• study preparation and review techniques for students to continue their exam preparation
independently after the course
• optional activities and online resources for students’ self-study and enrichment

Citizenship Exam Overview
Teachers can find complete information about the revised naturalization exam at the USCIS
website: www.uscis.gov under “Redesigned (New) Naturalization Test.”
The main purpose of this curriculum is to prepare students to succeed on the following aspects
of the Redesigned (New) Naturalization Test:
• the 100 possible Civics (History and Government) Questions
• the English Reading Test
• the English Writing Test
Students with specific legal questions about their application or who would like to participate
in a mock citizenship interview using their completed N400 form are encouraged to visit the
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CUNY Citizenship & Immigration Project or another organization listed in Appendix 2 of the
handbook.
The CUNY Citizenship & Immigration Project has provided the following outline of a
citizenship interview to help teachers to familiarize themselves with the overall structure of
the exam:
• First, the applicant must swear to tell the truth.
• Then, the USCIS officer reviews the applicant’s N400 form to see if there are any changes
or updates. The USCIS officer may question the applicant about information on the form,
asking the applicant to explain answers, confirm dates, or provide more details.
• The applicant must answer 6 of 10 Civics (History and Government) questions correctly.
In a typical interview, the USCIS officer reads the questions and the applicant must
answer them orally. The USCIS officer may ask the applicant to clarify answers if the
officer feels the applicant’s spoken English is not sufficient. Questions are generated
randomly and weighted according to difficulty, except in the case of applicants over 65
who are examined on a shorter list of questions.
• The applicant must read a sentence constructed using vocabulary from the “Redesigned
(New) Naturalization Test Vocabulary List for the English Reading Test.” According to the
USCIS publication, “U.S. Naturalization Test Scoring Guidelines for the English Test,” the
applicant must read one sentence out of three “without extended pauses” and “may make
pronunciation or intonation errors that do not interfere with meaning.”
• The applicant must write a sentence dictated by the USCIS officer constructed using the
“Redesigned (New) Naturalization Test Vocabulary List for the English Writing Test.”
According to the USCIS, the applicant must write one sentence out of three and will “not
be failed because of spelling, capitalization, or punctuation errors unless the errors would
prevent understanding the meaning of the sentence.” Additionally, “Numbers may be
spelled out or written as digits.”

Scoring the Exam
At the USCIS website, teachers can access the document entitled “U.S. Naturalization Test
Scoring Guidelines for the English Test,” which provides more information about the scoring of
the speaking, reading, and writing portions of the exam.
Teachers should note that USCIS Officers are given discretion in passing an applicant. For
example, the Scoring Guidelines state: “USCIS Officers are required to repeat and rephrase
questions until the Officer is satisfied that the applicant either fully understands the question
or does not understand English.” For this reason, teachers are encouraged to incorporate
2
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clarifying questions as often as possible into classroom work, such as:
• Tell me more about that.
• What does that mean exactly?
• Can you explain that?
Under each unit in this teacher’s manual, teachers will find a section called “Oral Drilling” with
further suggestions on incorporating rephrasing and clarification questions into the classroom.
Teachers should note that English may be the second language of the USCIS officer. If possible,
students should work with second language speakers from different parts of the world to
familiarize themselves with different accents. If this is not possible in the classroom, teachers
should encourage students to ask coworkers and neighbors outside of class to review the
questions with them. This will not only give them an excellent way to review for the test, but
it will also allow them to hear the questions in diverse voices.
After the exam, the USCIS Office will check the computer system to make sure the applicants’
fingerprints and background check have cleared. If so, the applicant will be offered the option
to wait in the waiting room to schedule an appointment for swearing in, or to be mailed a
letter. The applicant should wait, if possible. If a decision cannot be made because computers
are down or fingerprints have not been cleared, the USCIS will follow up with the applicant by
mail. If an applicant fails any part of the exam, s/he can take it one more time before having to
reapply.

Helpful Resources
USCIS Resources:
The Citizenship Now! handbook includes appendices with multiple resources about
citizenship application, U.S. civics, and English-language learning. Course instructors may also
wish to look at the following resources.
The “Redesigned (New) Naturalization Test Civics (History and Government) Questions” was
used to create the 10 study units of this curriculum. Spanish and Chinese versions of the test
questions are also available from the USCIS.
The “Redesigned (New) Naturalization Test Vocabulary List for the English Reading Test” and
the “Redesigned (New) Naturalization Test Vocabulary List for the English Writing Test” were
used to develop questions for reading practice and additional sentences for dictation practice
in units 2 and 5 of this curriculum. Each unit of this curriculum focuses on 10 key vocabulary
words essential to understanding the questions or answers. Key words that also appear on the
USCIS vocabulary lists are in bold.
Citizenship Exam Preparation course teacher's manual
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On the USCIS website, under “Education & Resources,” teachers will find a link to “Civics &
Citizenship Study Materials.” For students at a slightly higher reading level than this curriculum,
teachers may find it helpful to access the “Quick Civics Lessons” and “Becoming a U.S. Citizen:
An Overview of the Naturalization Process: A 10-minute multimedia presentation providing
general information on the naturalization process.”
Other USCIS materials available free to programs include picture flashcards. For the purposes of
self-study, students taking this course will learn to make their own flashcards using index cards
as a way of reviewing the questions. But teachers will likely find it helpful to have a set of the
USCIS illustrated flashcards to enhance classroom activities.
Other Resources:
For a glimpse into sample citizenship interviews, teachers may find it helpful to consult a video
distributed by New Readers Press, called “The INS Citizenship Interview: Will They Pass?” Also
available from New Readers Press is the textbook, Citizenship: Ready for the Interview, which
addresses each question on the N400 form with sample situations and interview clarification
questions. For students at a very beginning level of English, teachers can consult materials from
New Readers Press in the series Citizenship: Passing the Test.
Teachers new to the teaching of civics may find it helpful to participate in a free professional
development course online at www.elcivicsonline.org, in addition to examining resources listed
in the handbook appendices.

“Welcome to Citizenship”: An Overview
The units in “Welcome to Citizenship” are organized into units of ten questions each to reflect
the fact that during the citizenship exam students are given a maximum of ten questions
on U.S. history, six of which they must answer correctly. Although during the test itself, the
10 history questions will be generated randomly by computer, the questions in “Welcome to
Citizenship” have been organized by theme to improve students’ understanding and retention
of the material. For thematic reasons, two units vary from the 10-question structure: “Unit 5: A
Representative Government” has 12 related questions on the structure of the U.S. government,
and “Unit 8: One Nation or Two, The U.S. in the 1800s”, only 8 questions related to the 1800s
and the Civil War.
The units in “Welcome to Citizenship” are designed to progress from more accessible
information to more difficult. In this way, they are designed to reinforce what students most
likely already know about the U.S. and to culminate in a final unit that reinforces what they
have learned about U.S. history through an overview of U.S. holidays. Teachers should note
that the questions included in each unit do not reflect the order of the questions on the USCIS
question list, which is Appendix 5 to the handbook. Review activities within the curriculum
4
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provide opportunities for students to sort and practice questions in random order to better
reflect the actual test.
In looking at the citizenship materials already available for adult learners, we found many
excellent materials for beginners available from New Readers Press, and materials at a more
difficult reading level published online for free by the USCIS. Therefore, this curriculum has
been developed to serve students at a low-intermediate level of English. Since mixed-level
classes are the reality for many classrooms, each unit includes a range of accessible activities.
For example, students at a lower level will find help with learning new vocabulary in the
sections called Focus on Key Words, Pronunciation Practice, and Writing Practice. Students
who struggle less with vocabulary will be able to use the Comprehension Check and Dictation
Practice sections to reinforce study techniques and to familiarize themselves fully with the
content of the questions and answers.
These units were developed with the participation of adult ESOL learners at the Center for
Immigrant Education and Training, Division of Adult and Continuing Education, LaGuardia
Community College, and with input from the teachers and volunteer citizenship tutors at
LaGuardia, as well as immigration lawyers at the CUNY Citizenship & Immigration Project.

Dealing with Multiple Answers
One potentially difficult aspect of the revised citizenship test is the possibility of multiple
answers for many of the questions. For example, USCIS question #68 asks, “What is one thing
Benjamin Franklin is famous for?”, and lists the following possible options:
• U.S. diplomat
• Oldest member of the Constitutional Convention
• First Postmaster General of the United States
• Writer of “Poor Richard’s Almanac”
• Started the first free libraries
In designing this curriculum, we considered whether to introduce students to all the possible
options or to choose the easiest answer and to ask students to focus on one correct answer. In
most cases, we chose the latter approach, choosing the answer that best related to the unit’s
theme and reinforced students’ prior learning. In the case of question #68, this curriculum
reinforces Franklin’s connection to the Constitutional Convention for thematic reasons,
although the shorter answer “U.S. diplomat” may be easier for some students to remember and
pronounce.
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For USCIS question #8, “What did the Declaration of Independence do?”, this curriculum
provides a correct answer of declared our independence from Great Britain from the following
USCIS options:
• Announced our independence (from Great Britain)
• Declared our independence (from Great Britain)
• Said that the United States is free (from Great Britain)
In this case, the answers are very closely related. Nonetheless, as stated above, teachers are
encouraged to help students rephrase answers. By asking questions such as “What does
independence mean?” to elicit freedom, or “What does declare mean?” to elicit say or announce,
teachers will help to prepare students to interact with USCIS Officers who may ask applicants
to rephrase their answers.
For some questions, such as USCIS question #92, “Name one state that borders Canada,” there
are many possible answers. This curriculum provides the easiest answer according to the adult
ESOL learners who helped to develop the units, but it also encourages students to find the
name that is easiest for them to remember and pronounce and provides them with a space to
note their preferred option. In some instances, such as USCIS question #55, “What are two
ways that Americans can participate in their democracy?”, this curriculum introduces students
to the many possible answers to enhance their understanding of civic participation.
Teachers will find it helpful to have the USCIS master list (Appendix 5 in the handbook) on
hand in the classroom, but they should caution students who have a copy of the USCIS list
of questions that they do not need to memorize all the answers. Some questions, however,
specifically ask students to name two or three answers. For this reason, Unit 7 of this curriculum
provides students with the opportunity to practice answering these questions as instructed, by
providing the right number of answers.
It should be noted that while some answers not on the USCIS list of acceptable answers may be
historically correct, students should be encouraged to learn only one of the acceptable answers
from the USCIS list as examiners will be checking answers using the USCIS list. According to
the USCIS, Officers will be supplied with a complete list of American Indian tribes in the U.S.
per USCIS question #87.
As much as possible, wording of the reading texts does not vary from the acceptable answers
given on the USCIS question list. Additionally, the text of the curriculum was designed as much
as possible to repeat itself so that each unit forecasts the forthcoming topic and repeats key
phrases and facts to reinforce what students have learned.
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Unit Topics
• Unit 1: Welcome to the U.S.
• Unit 2: Early America & The Declaration of Independence
• Unit 3: The U.S. Constitution
• Unit 4: Three Branches of Government
• Unit 5: A Representative Government
• Unit 6: Your Government Today
• Unit 7: Citizens’ Rights & Amendments to the Constitution
• Unit 8: One Nation or Two? The U.S. in the 1800s
• Unit 9: The 1900s, The World Changes
• Unit 10: Democracy & You
Unit Activities Overview
• Check Your Knowledge: Introduces the unit’s questions. Students use the questions to
practice predicting and to identify the questions they need to learn.
• Focus on Key Words: Identifies key vocabulary related to the unit’s theme.
• Read to Understand: Brief reading text for students at NRS levels 3-5. Students search
for answers to the unit’s questions.
• Active Learning Practice: Matching or diagramming activities to reinforce unit’s key
points.
• Comprehension Check: Verifies if students can answer the unit’s questions correctly
using what they read. Students note any questions they failed to answer correctly.
• Pronunciation Practice: Teaches a pronunciation strategy to improve oral communication
of correct answers.
• Writing Practice: Spelling practice with key words.
• Dictation Practice: Students work in pairs to read and write the questions as a study
review strategy.
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• Final Assessment: Students evaluate their confidence with the unit’s questions and
identify 3 questions and answers to focus on for further study.
• Share What You Know: Optional reflection questions for connecting citizenship material
to students’ lives orally or in writing.
• (Early Units) Getting Ready for Your Interview: Provides interview tips.
• (Later Units) Practice What You Know So Far: Optional activities to review test questions.
• (Appendix 1) Unit Answer Key and Additional Resources: Lists acceptable answers to the
unit’s questions as provided by the USCIS. In cases of multiple answers, directs students
to note their preferred answer. Offers optional activities and resources on the web.
The intent of this curriculum is to provide teachers with activities that offer different types
of learning for each 2-hour class session. The Active Learning Practice, Writing Practice, Share
What You Know and Additional Resources sections provide opportunities for independent
study either outside of the class or for higher-level students or faster-paced classes.
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Unit 1 Overview: 10 questions about U.S. geography and the flag
Unit 1: Welcome to the U.S.
The number in parentheses refers to the USCIS numbering of questions
(Appendix 5 in the handbook).
1. What ocean is on the East Coast of the United States? (90)
2. What ocean is on the West Coast of the United States? (89)
3. Name one state that borders Canada. (92)
4. Name one state that borders Mexico. (93)
5. Why does the flag have 13 stripes? (96)
6. Why does the flag have 50 stars? (97)
7. Name one U.S. territory. (91)
8. What is the capital of the United States? (94)
9. What is the capital of your state? (44)
10. Where is the Statue of Liberty? (95)

Key Words
Words in bold are those also on the USCIS reading/writing vocabulary lists.
state
capital
coast
ocean
border

territory
colony
flag
stars
stripes

the United States
Atlantic Ocean
Pacific Ocean
Washington, D.C.
the Statue of Liberty

Note: Most units have a maximum of 10 key words. This unit also asks students to focus on 5 key
place names they must learn in this unit.

Activities Overview
Unit Active Learning

Pronunciation

Writing

Interview or Review

1

Syllable/stress

Key words spelling
cloze

Interview: Ask for
clarification

Label a U.S. map
with key places

Supplemental Materials
• picture flashcards of key words
• 10 index cards per student, one 1” loose leaf ring per student, hole punch OR assign
students to buy a set of 100 index cards for homework
Citizenship Exam Preparation course teacher's manual
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• U.S. wall map and world wall map, if possible
• colored pencils for Active Learning Practice
• colored pencils & extra copies of a 8 ½ x 11” U.S. map (one per student) for the optional
Share What You Know map activity

Unit 1: Step-by-Step Activity Guide
Suggested Timeframe
Check Your Knowledge (20 min.)
Focus on Key Words (10 min.)
Read to Understand (15 min.)
Comprehension Check (15 min.)

Getting Ready for Your Interview &
Pronunciation Practice (20 min.)
Dictation Practice (20 min.)
Final Assessment (20 min.)

Check Your Knowledge
Ask students to clear their desks. Don’t allow them to write in their books for this activity.
Tell them, “We are going to discuss 10 questions about U.S. geography and the flag.”
Ask them, “What do you know about the U.S. or the U.S. flag?” Ask for suggestions related only
to U.S. geography and the flag. If students suggest something related to a different topic, ask,
“Tell me something about the location of the U.S.” or “Tell me something about U.S. geography.”
Repeat students’ suggestions back to them, then ask, “Anything else?” Spend 3-5 minutes
brainstorming orally some basic information about the U.S. before predicting.
Tell them, “Now we are going to practice predicting.” Write PREDICT on the board.
Tell them, “Predict means to say (you can circle DICT) before (you can circle PRE). I am going
to give you 10 questions about U.S. geography and the flag. You are going to tell me what you
think the answer is. You are going to predict the answer, meaning, to see if you know the answer
before you read. Then we are going to read and see if you predicted the correct answer.”
Write question 1 on the board. Read the question for students. Ask students to volunteer
an answer. Write up to 1-3 possible options for each question. For questions with numerous
answers, such as states that border Canada, you may want to write only 3 or 4 then orally
repeat back any other possible answers that students volunteer.
Be sure to accept incorrect options at this point. You can say, “OK, you think the answer is
______. We’ll read and check that answer.” If students don’t volunteer any answer to a question,
you can say, “OK, nobody is sure. We are going to read and try to find the answer.” Continue
through the 10 questions.
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Note to Teacher: One purpose of predicting is to reveal what students think they know, even if
they are not correct. For example, students might say, “The capital of New York is New York City.”
Predicting will familiarize you with possible confusions so you can make certain that students clarify
these confusions as they complete the Read to Understand and Comprehension Check sections of
this unit. Predicting also allows students to hear and discuss the unit questions orally, introduces
them to key words and phrases, and prepares them to read actively. For students at a lower level,
you may want to practice predicting by introducing flashcards of the key words and asking students
to tell you what they see in the flashcard and know about the item. Then, move on to reading the
unit questions together.
Variation: Students can try to write the answers to the questions in their student workbooks as a
pre-test. One disadvantage to this approach is that they will not hear the questions orally as many
times as when participating in the class discussion, but this option is provided for students who need
to work independently outside of class.
Variation for Classes with access to a Computer Lab: Students can participate in predicting while
practicing typing skills in Microsoft Word. Ask them to type the unit’s 10 questions, using correct
formatting. Then introduce them to how to use a search engine or other online resources to try and
find the correct answer.

Focus on Key Words
Ask students to open their books to the key words page of unit 1. Tell students, “Before we
read, let’s focus on the key words you need to know for this unit. Practice saying the key words
after me.” Read each word and have the class repeat after you.
Variation: Show students picture flashcards of the key words. Ask them to tell you the key word they
see in the picture flashcard. Ask them to tell you what they know about the item in the flashcard or
a citizenship question related to that key word.
Ask, “Before we read, are there any questions about the key words?” Review any questions. Ask
students to circle any of the key words that are new words for them.

Read to Understand
Ask a student to read the instructions aloud. Then review the instructions with students: “As
you read, I want you to circle new words [demonstrate circling, if necessary]. When you find
the answer to one of the 10 questions on the board, underline it [demonstrate underlining,
if necessary]. So what are you going to do? You are going to circle [elicit “new words” from
students]. And you are going to underline [elicit “the answers” or similar from students]. When
you finish reading, you can check for new words in your dictionary.”
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Allow 10-15 minutes for student reading. Don’t allow students to use dictionaries during the
reading. Circulate to make sure students are underlining answers and circling new words. If not,
ask, “No new words?” and point to their text. If they are not underlining the answers, ask, “Can
you find any of the answers?” Students at first might be reluctant to mark up their texts, but it
is important for them to do so to help them to find and remember new words and phrases and
so that you can check their comprehension.
Allow students who finish reading early to use their dictionaries to look for new words. Or,
they can continue on to the Active Learning Practice.
Variations: For lower-level classes, you may find it easier to ask students to read for the answer to
a question in pairs. Assign each pair one question from the unit, for example, and instruct them to
read until they find that answer.
Time permitting, for higher-level classes, you may add a read-aloud variation after students have
had an opportunity to read silently for the answers and new vocabulary. In this case, you can make
reading aloud a participatory pronunciation activity by asking each student to read only one sentence
at a time. At the end of the sentence, choose a difficult-to-pronounce word, say it and have the class
repeat it to practice correct pronunciation. Some students may need help recognizing where sentences
end, so insist on just one sentence per student. Plan on an additional 20 minutes for this variation.

Active Learning Practice
Students can work independently or with a partner on this section. They should try not to look
back at the reading but to complete this section from memory.

Comprehension Check
Before asking students to turn to this page in their workbooks, review the answers as a class
discussion. Say, “Now let’s review the answers. Who wants to read question 1?” Ask a student
to read a question, and ask a student to volunteer the correct answer. Say, “Show me where in
the text you found that answer.” Circulate to make sure students have underlined the answer
in their text.
Eliminate incorrect answers from the students’ predicting exercise on the board and clarify any
mistakes. Continue with questions 1-10.
Ask students to turn to the Answer Key (Appendix 1 to the handbook). Say, “Here you will
find the answers to the questions. Take a minute to look at these answers and see if you have
any questions about the answers we discussed.”
Say, “Notice that there are some questions that have many possible answers. For example,
‘Name one state that borders Canada.’ The Answer Key tries to give you the easiest answer. But
it’s also correct to give another answer from the text. Is there another answer that is easier for
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you to remember or pronounce?” Elicit other options for students.
Say, “So if you’re going to choose a different answer, you can write it down now.” Clarify
student choices.
Ask students to turn to the Comprehension Check page in their books. Have them work in
pairs to review the questions.
Say, “Now evaluate how confident you feel about this unit’s questions. Notice you only have
to answer 6 of the 10 questions correctly on your exam. So circle one of the options, not very
confident, a little confident, or confident. Just put your opinion; any answer is OK. On the lines
below you can write up to 6 questions that you want to spend more time studying. I’ll give you
a few minutes to evaluate yourself.”

Getting Ready for Your Interview & Pronunciation Practice
Say, “Now that we have found the answers, we are going to focus on pronouncing them better.
Let’s take a look at the Getting Ready for Your Interview section and read it together.” After
reviewing, mock saying something (such as the instructions to the next section) really fast to
elicit [Repeat, please] or [Slower, please]. Mock saying something really softly to elicit [Louder,
please]. If possible, have the questions from this section posted in the classroom for ongoing
reference.
Say, “Look at the Pronunciation Practice section and let’s read it together.”
Note to Teacher: The purpose of this activity is to perform the words in different ways so that
students can hear the stress on the correct syllable. Many students have trouble finding syllables;
for example, they might think “coast” has two syllables as in “co-ast”. This section is meant to show
them how to create a written system in their books to help them to remember correct pronunciation
of key words. This activity will be most successful if you allow students to guide you into performing
words in different ways until they hear the correct pronunciation. Most often, someone in the class
will recognize the correct pronunciation at which point you can note it on the board for the rest of the
class. Give students enough time to think about how to say the word before providing the notation
on the board. This activity is a good way for students to have some fun with one of the most difficult
aspects of English: pronunciation.
Also, this activity is not meant to drill specific rules for the division of syllables but rather to teach
students to listen for the number of syllables in a word and the syllable with the most stress.
1.
2.
3.
4.

state (make sure students are not saying “sta-te”)
ca/pi/tal
coast (make sure students are not saying “co-ast”)
o/cean (you may want to clarify the SH sound in this word for students)
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5. bor/der
6. ter/ri/tor/y
7. col/o/ny
8. flag
9. stars (make sure students pronounce the final S sound)
10.	stripes (make sure students are not saying “stri-pes”;
make sure students pronounce the final S sound)

Place Names
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

the U/ni/ted States (make sure students pronounce the final S sound)
At/lan/tic O/cean
Pa/ci/fic O/cean
Wash/ing/ton, D.C.
the Sta/tue of Li/ber/ty (you may want to clarify the CH sound in “statue” for students)

After students have practiced the key words in isolation refer them to the list of questions and
answers in the Answer Key. Tell them, “Practice reading the unit’s questions and answers with
a partner. Circle any words or parts of words that are difficult to pronounce.” Review student
pronunciation questions.

Oral Drilling
Remind students that their examiner may ask them not just to tell them the answer to the test
question, but to explain more about the answer. To review comprehension of the material with
the students, try the following questions:
• Tell me about the U.S. flag.
• Tell me about some states that you learned about.
• Tell me about the oceans you learned about.
• Tell me about the capitals you learned about.
• Tell me about the statue you learned about. What’s another word for liberty?

Writing Practice
Ask students to turn to the Writing Practice section and try to complete the words on the page.
They should complete this section without looking back at the key words. Circulate and clarify
students’ mistakes as necessary.
Variation: List the words on the board, then erase the letters they need to complete the words. See if
students can come to the board and fill in the blanks correctly. If time is running short, this section
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can be skipped or done at home. This section is meant as a warm-up to the Dictation Practice
section.

Dictation Practice
Remind students of the 3 clarification questions ("Repeat, please. Slower, please. Louder,
please.") that they learned in the Getting Ready for Your Interview section. If possible, have
these questions posted in the classroom for ongoing reference.
Use this section to give students the opportunity to practice sentences for the dictation part of
the exam. Students will write answers that are possible responses to citizenship questions from
the reading vocabulary list. USCIS Officers are encouraged to pair the sentences on the reading
and writing test, but in some instances, the reading and writing items may not be paired.
Students have to write 1 out of 3 sentences correctly; numbers may be spelled out or written
as digits.
For this unit, dictate the following sentences:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The United States has 50 states.
The capital of the United States is Washington, D.C.
Alaska is the largest state.
The flag is red, white, and blue.
The stripes on the flag are red and white.

After students finish the dictation, write or ask a student to write the sentences on the board.
Make note of any easily confused or missing words to review with students.
Time permitting, you can help students to remember the sentences by erasing one word at
a time. For example, erase STATES from The United States has 50 states. Then erase 50, the
UNITED, etc., until students can say the sentence with nothing on the board.

Final Assessment
This section gives students one final opportunity to practice the unit’s questions. They can
practice on their own or with a partner.
Students should choose the 3 questions from this unit that they find the most difficult and
write them in this section (If you are incorporating index cards, you can ask students to write
the 3 most difficult questions directly on their cards.). They can indicate if they feel more
confident than when they first started studying the unit by circling one of the options, not very
confident, a little confident, or confident. Encourage students who have a tendency to be hard on
themselves to reconsider whether they feel more confident than when they started studying
this unit.

Citizenship Exam Preparation course teacher's manual

UNIT 1 15

Prepare students to study independently by distributing 10 index cards and 1 binder ring to
each student. They can punch holes in a corner of the cards to make a ringed set of flashcards.
Show students how to copy the question on the front of the card and the answer on the back.
Circulate and review for accuracy, as some students don’t always copy correctly. Ask students
to carry these cards with them on the subway or other places where they can review the
questions quickly. Ask them to put the questions they find to be the most difficult toward the
front.
Note to Teacher: The USCIS distributes illustrated colored flashcards for classroom use. These are a
wonderful resource for classroom use. In creating their own cards, students practice the questions and
answers.

Share What You Know (Optional Section)
These discussion questions are provided as an optional activity for classroom or pair use.
Students can be encouraged to discuss in class, read these at home, or write a response, as
appropriate.
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Unit 2 Overview: 10 questions about Early America and
The Declaration of Independence
Unit 2: Early America & The Declaration of Independence
The number in parentheses refers to the USCIS numbering of questions.
1. Who lived in America before the Europeans arrived? (59)
2. Name one American Indian tribe in the United States. (87)
3. What is one reason colonists came to America? (58)
4. There were 13 original states. Name three. (64)
5. Why did the colonists fight the British? (61)
6. When was the Declaration of Independence adopted? (63)
7. What did the Declaration of Independence do? (8)
8. When do we celebrate Independence Day? (99)
9. Who wrote the Declaration of Independence? (62)
10. What are two rights in the Declaration of Independence? (9)

Key Words
Words in bold are those also on the USCIS reading/writing vocabulary lists.
America
American Indian (s)
Native American
tribe
European

colonist
The Declaration of Independence
Independence Day
rights
celebrate

Activities Overview
Unit Active Learning

Pronunciation

Writing

Interview or Review

2

Silent letters/silent E

Key words
spelling cloze

Interview: Structure
of exam / Reading
&Writing questions
from Units 1 & 2

Match Q & A
using key words

Materials Needed
• picture flashcards of key words
• 10 index cards per student + 10 additional cards for Getting Ready for Your Interview
section
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• world map (wall-sized or individual-sized)
• individual U.S. maps for students to color the 13 original states (optional activity)

Unit 2: Step-by-Step Activity Guide
Check Your Knowledge
Ask students to clear their desks. Don’t allow them to write in their books for this activity.
Tell them, “Now we are going to learn 10 questions about early America and The Declaration
of Independence.”
Ask them, “What do you know about early America?” If students are silent, show them the
picture flashcard of American Indians/Native Americans. Ask them, “Do you know anything
about Native Americans?” Encourage them to tell you what they know.
You can point to the picture flashcard of tribes. You can explain that Native Americans lived in
tribes.
You can introduce the picture flashcard of Europeans. Ask students to explain Europeans.
Point to a world map. Ask, “Show me where Native Americans lived.” Then, “Show me where
Europeans lived.” Ask, “When did the first Europeans come to America?”
Show them the picture flashcard of a colonist. Tell them, “Last unit we learned about colonies.
This unit we will learn about colonists.” Ask students to tell you what they remember about
colonies. Ask them to define colonist.
Show them the picture flashcard of Independence Day. Tell them, “In this country, we
celebrate Independence Day. What do you know about Independence Day?”
Elicit examples of what students know. Then say, “We call it Independence Day because of
an important document called The Declaration of Independence. What is another word for
independence? (elicit freedom). Now we are going to read and you will learn about early
America and The Declaration of Independence.”
Write the unit’s 10 questions on the board. Tell students, “These are the 10 questions you have
to answer by the time you have finished reading this unit.”
Time permitting, you can repeat the prediction exercise from unit 1. For example, write
question 1 for students. Ask students to read the question and to volunteer an answer. Write up
to 1-3 possible options for each question, if appropriate. Continue through the 10 questions.
If you prefer, just do the predicting orally with flashcards this unit and continue directly to the
reading.
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Focus on Key Words
Ask students to open their books to the key words page of unit 2. Tell them, “We have just
reviewed many of the key words of this unit. Are there any key words that are new to you? If
so, circle them.”

Read to Understand
Ask a student to read the Read to Understand instructions aloud.
If necessary, review the instructions with students: “As you read, what are you going to do?
[elicit “circle new words” from students]. When you find an answer to one of the unit’s
questions, what are you going to do? [elicit “underline the answers” from students].”
Allow 10-15 minutes for student reading. Don’t allow students to use dictionaries during the
reading. Circulate to make sure students are underlining answers and circling new words. If not,
ask, “No new words?” and point to their text. If they are not underlining the answers, ask, “Can
you find any of the answers?” Some students may still be reluctant to mark up their texts, but
it is important for them to do so to help them to find and remember new words and phrases
and so that you can check their comprehension.
Allow students who finish reading early to use their dictionaries to look for new words. Or,
they can continue on to the Active Learning Practice.

Active Learning Practice
Students can work independently or with a partner on this section. They should try not to look
back at the reading but to complete this section from memory.
Answer Key
1. Before the Europeans arrived
2. American Indian tribe
3. Reason colonists came to America
4. Three original states
5. Why colonists fought the British
6. Declaration of Independence adopted
7. Independence Day
8. Wrote the Declaration
9. Rights in the Declaration
10. What Declaration did
11. Capital of your state
12. U.S. territory
13. Statue of Liberty
14. State that borders Canada
15. State that borders Mexico

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.
m.
n.
o.

Thomas Jefferson
Albany
Puerto Rico
Alaska
Life and liberty
New York
Delaware, New York, New Jersey
California
Native Americans
Pueblo
July 4
High taxes
Freedom
Declared independence from Britain
July 4, 1776
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1. i (Before the Europeans arrived=Native Americans)
2. j (American Indian tribe=Pueblo)
3. m (Reason colonists came to America=freedom)
4. g (Three original states=Delaware, New York, New Jersey)
5. l (Why colonists fought the British=High taxes)
6. o (Declaration of Independence adopted=July 4, 1776)
7. k (Independence Day=July 4)
8. a (Wrote the Declaration=Thomas Jefferson)
9. e (Rights in the Declaration=Life and liberty)
10. n (What Declaration did=Declared independence from Britain)
11. b (Capital of your state=Albany)
12. c (U.S. territory=Puerto Rico)
13. f (Statue of Liberty=New York)
14. d (State that borders Canada=Alaska)
15. h (State that borders Mexico=California)

Comprehension Check
Before asking students to turn to this page in their workbooks, say, “Now let’s review the
answers. Who wants to read question 1?” Ask a student to read a question from the board, and
ask a student to volunteer the correct answer.
Say, “Show me where in the text you found that answer.” Circulate to make sure students have
underlined the answer in their text.
If the class did the predicting exercise, eliminate incorrect answers from the students’
predicting exercise on the board and clarify any mistakes.
Continue with question 2. Say, “Notice that there are many possible answers for this question.
Is there another answer that is easier for you to remember or pronounce?” Elicit other options
for students. Repeat this technique for question 4.
Ask students to turn to the Answer Key section in the handbook. Say, “Here you will find
the answers to the questions. Take a minute to look at these answers and see if you have any
questions about the answers we discussed.”
Say, “For questions 2 and 4, if you’re going to choose a different answer, you can write it down
now.” Clarify student choices.
Say, “Now evaluate how confident you feel about this unit’s questions. Notice you only have
to answer 6 of the 10 questions correctly on your exam. So circle one of the options, not
very confident, a little confident, or confident. Just put your opinion; any answer is OK. On the
lines below you can write up to 6 questions that, at this point, you want to spend more time
UNIT 2 20

CUNY – CITIZENSHIP NOW!

studying. I’ll give you a few minutes to evaluate yourself.”
Explain to students who may have started on the Active Learning Practice that they can return
to that section later.

Pronunciation Practice
Say, “Now that we have found the answers, we are going to focus on pronouncing them better.
Let’s take a look at the Pronunciation Practice section and read it together.”
Note to teacher: As with syllable/stress, the purpose of this exercise is to help students to develop a
notation to remember how to pronounce words. Using a slash mark over silent letters is meant to
help them to remember to skip the sound they might think the letter is supposed to make.
There may not be time to introduce the idea of long vowel sounds with students and the role of silent
e and long vowel sounds in words. For this activity, the main focus is just to make sure students are
NOT adding an extra “EH” sound and final syllable on words with silent e.

Pronunciation of Key Words
1. A/mer/i/ca
2. A/mer/i/can In/di/an
3. Na/tive A/mer/i/can (make sure students don’t say na-ti-vay)
4. tribe
5. Eur/o/pe/an (help students with the “yur” sound at the start of this word)
6. col/o/nist
7. The Dec/la/ra/tion of In/de/pen/dence
8. In/de/pen/dence Day
9. rights
10. cel/e/brate

Pronunciation of the Thirteen Colonies
Note to Teacher: Although students only have to learn the names of three of these states, the
pronunciation of place names is both particularly difficult for students and also very helpful for them
to practice. For this reason, the unit gives students time to practice the names of all of the thirteen
original colonies.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Del/a/ware
Penn/syl/va/nia
New Jer/sey
Geor/gia
Con/nect/i/cut (point out the silent C in the middle of this word)
Mas/sa/chu/ssetts
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7. Mar/y/land
8. South Car/o/li/na (make sure students are saying south not “suth”)
9. New Hamp/shire
10. Vir/gin/ia
11.	New York (make sure students are saying “iork” not “jork”; contrast New York and New
Jersey for clarification)
12. North Car/o/li/na
13. Rhode Is/land
After students have practiced the key words in isolation refer them to the list of questions and
answers in the Answer Key. Tell them, “Practice reading the unit’s questions and answers with
a partner. Circle any words or parts of words that are difficult to pronounce.” Review student
pronunciation questions.
After students finish practicing, review their pronunciation questions. Note especially the ED
words. You may want to practice the ED words such as arrived, adopted, declared.

Oral Drilling
Remind students that their examiner may ask them not just to tell them the answer to the test
question, but to explain more about the answer. To review comprehension of the material with
the students, try the following questions:
What’s another word for freedom that you learned in this unit?
What are taxes? What was the problem with taxes in early America?
What do you know about the 13 original states in the U.S.? [elicit colonies, stars, names of
states]
Tell me more about Independence Day.
Tell me more about the Declaration of Independence.

Writing Practice
Ask students to turn to the Writing Practice section and try to complete the words on the page.
They should complete this section without looking back at the key words. Circulate and clarify
students’ mistakes as necessary.
If time is running short, this section can be skipped or done at home. This section is meant as a
warm-up to the Dictation Practice section.

Getting Ready for Your Interview
Practice reading the questions aloud with students. Model for them and have them repeat. Or,
ask students to read a question, provide correction if necessary, then have the class repeat. Use
any of the pronunciation strategies that students have learned so far to provide clarification on
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how to read these questions aloud.
Writing questions: Ask students to read these sentences out loud. Clarify any questions.
Continue to the Dictation Practice section.

Dictation Practice
Remind students of the 3 clarification questions ("Repeat, please. Slower, please. Louder,
please.") that they learned in the Getting Ready for Your Interview section. If possible, have
these questions posted in the classroom for ongoing reference.
Use this section to give students the opportunity to practice sentences for the dictation part of
the exam. Students will write answers that are possible responses to citizenship questions from
the reading vocabulary list. USCIS Officers are encouraged to pair the sentences on the reading
and writing test, but in some instances, the reading and writing items may not be paired.
Students have to write 1 out of 3 sentences correctly; numbers may be spelled out or written
as digits.
For this unit, dictate the following sentences:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Canada is north of the United States.
Mexico is south of the United States.
Delaware was the first state.
California has the most people.
New York City is the largest city.

After students finish the dictation, write or ask a student to write the sentences on the board.
Make note of any easily confused or missing words to review with students.
Time permitting, you can help students to remember the sentences by erasing one word at a
time.

Final Assessment
This section gives students one final opportunity to practice the unit’s questions. They can
practice on their own or with a partner.
Students should choose the 3 questions from this unit that they find the most difficult and
write them in this section (If you are incorporating index cards, you can ask students to write
the 3 most difficult questions directly on their cards.). They can indicate if they feel more
confident than when they first started studying the unit by circling one of the options, not very
confident, a little confident, or confident. Encourage students who may have a tendency to be
hard on themselves to reconsider whether they feel more confident than when they started
studying this unit.
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Prepare students to study independently by distributing 10 index cards to each student. They
can punch holes in a corner of the cards to make a ringed set of flashcards. Show students how
to copy the question on the front of the card and the answer on the back. Circulate and review
for accuracy, as some students don’t always copy correctly. Ask students to carry these cards
with them on the subway or other places where they can review the questions quickly. Ask
them to put the questions they find to be the most difficult toward the front.
If students feel they need to add the questions and answers from the Getting Ready for Your
Interview section, provide additional flashcards for them.

Share What You Know (Optional Section)
These discussion questions are provided as an optional activity for classroom or pair use.
Students can be encouraged to discuss in class, read these at home, or write a response, as
appropriate.
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Unit 3 Overview: 10 questions about The U.S. Constitution
Unit 3: The U.S. Constitution
The number in parentheses refers to the USCIS numbering of questions.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

What is one thing Benjamin Franklin is famous for? (68)
When was the Constitution written? (66)
What happened at the Constitutional Convention? (65)
What does the Constitution do? (2)
What is the supreme law of the land? (1)
The idea of self-government is in the first three words of the Constitution. What are these
words? (3)
7. The Federalist Papers supported the passage of the U.S. Constitution. Name one of the
writers. (67)
8. Who is the “Father of Our Country”? (69)
9. Under our Constitution, some powers belong to the federal government. What is one
power of the federal government? (41)
10. U
 nder our Constitution, some powers belong to the states. What is one power of the states?
(42)

Key Words
Words in bold are those also on the USCIS reading/writing vocabulary lists.
Benjamin Franklin
George Washington
Constitution
the Constitutional Convention
law

the supreme law
government
federal government
the Federalist Papers
Father of Our Country

Activities Overview
Unit Active Learning

Pronunciation

Writing

Interview or Review

3

SH sound

Key words
spelling cloze

Interview: Relaxation
exercises to improve
speaking skills

Change verb to past;
write review sentences
using verbs in past
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Materials Needed
• picture flashcards of key words
• set of 10 index cards per student

Unit 3: Step-by-Step Activity Guide
Check Your Knowledge
Ask students to clear their desks. Don’t allow them to write in their books for this activity.
Tell them, “Now we are going to study 10 questions about the U.S. Constitution.”
Ask them, “What do you know about the Constitution?” Encourage them to tell you what they
know. If students don’t respond, show them the picture flashcard of the Constitution and ask
them to talk about what they see. Remind students that they learned about the Declaration of
Independence in the last unit and that the Constitution is one of 3 important documents in the
creation of the U.S. government.
Continue introducing picture flashcards and asking students to tell you what they see or what
they know.
Write the unit’s 10 questions on the board. Tell students, “These are the 10 questions you have
to answer by the time you have finished reading this unit.”
Repeat the prediction exercise from unit 1. For example, ask a student to read question 1 and
another student to volunteer an answer. Write up an answer or up to 1-3 possible options for
each question, if appropriate. Continue through the 10 questions.

Focus on Key Words
Ask students to open their books to the key words page of the unit. Tell them, “We have just
reviewed most of the key words of this unit. Are there any key words that are new to you? If
so, circle them.”

Read to Understand
Ask a student to read the Read to Understand instructions aloud.
If necessary, review the instructions with students: “As you read, what are you going to do?
[elicit “circle new words” from students]. When you find an answer to one of the unit’s
questions, what are you going to do? [elicit “underline the answers” from students].”
Allow 10-15 minutes for student reading. Don’t allow students to use dictionaries during the
reading. Circulate to make sure students are underlining answers and circling new words. If not,
ask, “No new words?” and point to their text. If they are not underlining the answers, ask, “Can
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you find any of the answers?” Some students may still be reluctant to mark up their texts, but
it is important for them to do so to help them to find and remember new words and phrases
and so that you can check their comprehension.
Allow students who finish reading early to use their dictionaries to look for new words. Or,
they can continue on to the Active Learning Practice.

Active Learning Practice
Students can work independently or with a partner on this section. They should try not to look
back at the reading but to complete the exercise from memory.
Note to teachers: This exercise includes use of the past participle in passive voice in addition to
past tense, as in “The Declaration of Independence was adopted on July 4, 1776.” The focus of the
exercise is for students to use the grammar to recall the historical information rather than to go into
great detail about the difference between past tense and passive voice.
1. live
2. arrive
3. come
4. are
5. fight
6. adopt
7. declare
8. write
9. happen
10. support

lived
arrived
came
were
fought
adopted
declared
wrote
happened
supported

Complete these sentences using a verb in past from the list above.
1. Native Americans lived in America before the Europeans arrived.
2. Colonists came to America for freedom.
3. The colonists fought the British because of high taxes.
4. The Declaration of Independence declared our independence from Great Britain.
5. Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence.
6. The Declaration of Independence was adopted on July 4, 1776.
7. New York, New Jersey and Connecticut were three of the thirteen original states.
8. What happened at the Constitutional Convention?
9. The Founding Fathers wrote the Constitution at the Constitutional Convention.
10. The Federalist Papers supported the passage of the Constitution.
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Comprehension Check
Before asking students to turn to this page in their workbooks, say, “Now let’s review the
answers. Who wants to read question 1?” Ask a student to read question 1 from the predicting
exercise on the board, and ask a student to volunteer the correct answer.
Say, “Show me where in the text you found that answer.” Circulate to make sure students have
underlined the answer in their texts.
For question 1, point out that there are many possible answers for this question. You can say,
“Benjamin Franklin was famous for many things. For example, he was a diplomat. But we
are going to remember Franklin’s contribution to the Constitution.” You can ask, “What was
Franklin’s contribution to the Constitution.”
For question 7, point out that there is more than one correct answer. You can say, “What is
another possible answer for question 7? Which answer is easier for you?”
For questions 9 and 10, point out that there are many possible answers. Ask, “Which answer is
the easiest for you?”
Ask students to turn to the Answer Key (Appendix 1). Say, “Here you will find the answers to
the questions. Take a minute to look at these answers and see if you have any questions about
the answers we discussed.”
Say, “For questions 7, 9 and 10, if you’re going to choose a different answer, you can write it
down now.” Clarify student choices.
Say, “Now evaluate how confident you feel about this unit’s questions. Notice you only have
to answer 6 of the 10 questions correctly on your exam. So circle one of the options, not
very confident, a little confident, or confident. Just put your opinion; any answer is OK. On the
lines below you can write up to 6 questions that, at this point, you want to spend more time
studying. I’ll give you a few minutes to evaluate yourself.” Explain to students who may have
started on the Active Learning Practice that they can return to that section later.

Pronunciation Practice
Say, “Now that we have found the answers, we are going to focus on pronouncing them better.
Let’s take a look at the Pronunciation Practice section and read it together.”
Maybe you have noticed an important sound in this unit’s key words. That sound is SH. You
can find the SH sound in the following words. Listen to your teacher and circle the part of the
word where you hear the SH sound:
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Constitution
Constitutional
convention
Washington

education
protection
separation
ocean

Declaration
taxation
representation

Note to Teacher: A common mistake for many students is to not make the SH sound long enough, in
particular, failing to distinguish the CH and SH sounds. You can help students to make a longer and
more distinctive SH sound by creating a physical illustration of the sound for them. For example,
drag your foot across the floor as you say the SH sound in each of these words. This will help them
to “see” that the SH sound needs to be extended to be clear. If you need to contrast the SH sound
with the CH sound, tap your foot once to show the CH sound.
You can also review the syllable/stress exercise with these words and with the key words of
this unit. Do this review before asking them to read the Comprehension Check questions and
answers in pairs. Help students especially to pronounce law, government and federal.
After students have practiced the SH words and unit’s key words in isolation, refer them
back to the list of questions on the Answer Key page. Tell them, “Practice reading the unit’s
questions and answers with a partner. Circle any words or parts of words that are difficult to
pronounce.”
After students finish practicing, review their pronunciation questions.

Oral Drilling
Remind students that their examiner may ask them not just to tell them the answer to the test
question, but to explain more about the answer. To review comprehension of the material with
the students, try the following questions:
• Tell me something about the Founding Fathers.
• Tell me something about the Constitution.
• What is the difference between the Constitution and The Declaration of Independence?
• You learned the word federal for example, federal government and The Federalist Papers.
• Tell me more about the word federal.
• What does supreme law mean?

Getting Ready for Your Interview
You can direct students to read this section or you may find it more effective to ask students to
do this section first without their books.

Citizenship Exam Preparation course teacher's manual

UNIT 3 29

Ask students to stand in a circle. They should move their desks as much as possible to create
enough space for a circle. Students are sometimes reluctant to do so, but it is good to create
the best possible space for this exercise. If a circle is not possible, variations such as an oval or
two lines facing each other are also possible. The idea is to create a space where everyone is
working together and no one is left alone standing in front of the class. If moving desks is not
possible, students can form a circle along the walls of the classroom.
Note to Teacher: The kinesthetic learning aspect of the curriculum has been provided because it helps
students to relax and to practice speaking English with energy and confidence, something that can
be difficult in a traditional classroom setting in which students are seated and facing forward. In
addition, it helps break up long class sessions and provides students the opportunity to speak on their
feet and without their books in front of them. For students who may not be able to fully participate
on their feet, use your judgment to create a suitable variation. For example, they may be able to
participate from their seats. Remind students that the purpose of the relaxation exercise is to provide
them with the opportunity for relaxation and oral practice, then allow them to choose their level of
participation. If you choose to exercise regularly, their level of participation will probably increase as
they become more familiar with working as a group.
Use the script in the handbook to introduce exercising to students. Be sure to model tension
in your body and how it can affect speaking and comprehension. For example, point out that
when you are tense you tend to have a soft or squeaky voice. Model speaking nervously from
the top of your throat with a squeaky voice. Tell students, “To communicate with more volume,
you need to use your stomach.” Point to your stomach and model speaking loudly.
Direct students in the light stretching exercises. If you choose to repeat this exercise on a
regular basis in class, you can elicit instructions from students as you go. Help them to learn the
vocabulary such as “breathe” to describe the relaxation exercises.
When students have finished stretching, you can have them do some vocal warm-ups such as
those provided in the student’s book.
For the circle game, each person makes a gesture and the group repeats the movement. For
example, introduce yourself by saying your name then take a bow. Everyone in the group
should repeat your name and gesture at the same time. Then, ask the person to your right to
say their name and to make a movement. Make sure students understand that they can make
whatever movement they want to. Each name is different so each movement can be different.
When the circle is complete and all students have introduced themselves, encourage students
to applaud the group.
You can use the circle for review practice. For example, give each student a picture flashcard.
Ask them to introduce the picture flashcard. You can step forward with the picture flashcard
of George Washington. Say “George Washington” as if you were saying your name in the earlier
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exercise (make a movement if you want). Then ask the group to repeat together.
If a student introduces a card incorrectly, use the circle as an opportunity to stop the student
and to ask them to repeat. Once they say the correct pronunciation, ask the circle to repeat.
Make sure the group waits for the correct pronunciation before repeating.
You can also use the circle to move into concentric circles for review practice. Designate
each student as number 1 or number 2. Number 1’s move to the inside of the circle and face
a number 2. Make sure everyone has a partner. Number 1 should talk about their picture
flashcard first, then number 2 can talk. After a minute has passed, blink the room lights to stop
the conversation. Ask number 1 to move to the right to a new partner. Pairs repeat the exercise
with a new partner. Continue until students have completed the circle or as long as classroom
review time permits.
The concentric circles exercise can also be done using the USCIS question flashcards instead of
picture flashcards. Each student holds one question and asks their partner to answer it.
When students finish their circle practice, ask them to sit and to read the Getting Ready for
Your Interview section for any questions and have them circle new words.

Writing Practice
Ask students to turn to the Writing Practice section and try to complete the words on the page.
They should complete this section without looking back at the key words. Circulate and clarify
students’ mistakes as necessary.
If time is running short, this section can be skipped or done at home. This section is meant as a
warm-up to the Dictation Practice section.

Dictation Practice
Remind students of the 3 clarification questions ("Repeat, please. Slower, please. Louder,
please.") that they learned in the Getting Ready for Your Interview section. If possible, have
these questions posted in the classroom for ongoing reference.
Use this section to give students the opportunity to practice sentences for the dictation part of
the exam. Students will write answers that are possible responses to citizenship questions from
the reading vocabulary list. USCIS Officers are encouraged to pair the sentences on the reading
and writing test, but in some instances, the reading and writing items may not be paired.
Students have to write 1 out of 3 sentences correctly; numbers may be spelled out or written
as digits.
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For this unit, dictate the following sentences:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Washington is the Father of Our Country.
Washington was the first president.
Adams was the second president.
Washington is on the dollar bill.
American Indians were the first people to live in the United States.

After students finish the dictation, write or ask a student to write the sentences on the board.
Make note of any easily confused or missing words to review with students.
Time permitting, you can help students to remember the sentences by erasing one word at a
time.

Final Assessment
This section gives students one final opportunity to practice the unit’s questions. They can
practice on their own or with a partner.
Students should choose the 3 questions from this unit that they find the most difficult and
write them in this section (If you are incorporating index cards, you can ask students to write
the 3 most difficult questions directly on their cards.). They can indicate if they feel more
confident than when they first started studying the unit by circling one of the options, not very
confident, a little confident, or confident. Encourage students who may have a tendency to be
hard on themselves to reconsider whether they feel more confident than when they started
studying this unit.
Prepare students to study independently by distributing 10 index cards to each student. They
can punch holes in a corner of the cards to make a ringed set of flashcards. Show students how
to copy the question on the front of the card and the answer on the back. Circulate and review
for accuracy, as some students don’t always copy correctly. Ask students to carry these cards
with them on the subway or other places where they can review the questions quickly. Ask
them to put the questions they find to be the most difficult toward the front.

Share What You Know (Optional Section)
These discussion questions are provided as an optional activity for classroom or pair use.
Students can be encouraged to discuss in class, read these at home, or write a response, as
appropriate.
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Unit 4 Overview: 10 questions about
the Three Branches of Government
Unit 4: Three Branches of Government
The number in parentheses refers to the USCIS numbering of questions.
1. Name one branch or part of the government. (13)
2. What stops one branch of government from becoming too powerful? (14)
3. What are the two parts of the U.S. Congress? (17)
4. Who makes federal laws? (16)
5. Who is in charge of the executive branch? (15)
6. Who signs bills to become laws? (33)
7. Who vetoes bills? (34)
8. What does the judicial branch do? (37)
9. What is the highest court in the United States? (38)
10. How many justices are on the Supreme Court? (39)

Key Words
Words in bold are those also on the USCIS reading/writing vocabulary lists.
in charge of
bill
sign
veto
the Supreme Court

branch
legislative
executive
judicial
Congress

Activities Overview
Unit Active Learning

Pronunciation

Writing

Interview or Review

4

Pronunciation
Pyramid

Copy key words

Interview: Formal
interview suggestions

Complete Chart
about 3 branches of
government

Materials Needed
• picture flashcards of key words
• set of 10 index cards per student
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Unit 4: Step-by-Step Activity Guide
Check Your Knowledge
Ask students to clear their desks. Don’t allow them to write in their books for this activity.
Tell them, “Now we are going to study 10 questions about the three branches of government.”
Ask them, “What do you know about the structure of the U.S. government or how the
government is organized?” Encourage them to tell you what they know.
Introduce the term “branch” to students. You may want to draw a basic illustration of a tree on
the board to students. Explain that the government has three branches or parts. Ask them if the
class is organized into branches (probably not). Tell them the class is organized into two parts,
the teacher and the students, but the government is organized into three parts. Ask them why
they think the government is organized into three parts. Remind them of separation of powers
and the idea that no one part of the government has all the power.
If you want, you can ask students to move their desk into 3 groups to create an illustration of
the three branches.
Clarify what students have learned about branches. Ask, “Does everyone understand branch?
Does anyone know the names of the three branches?” Help them with the pronunciation of
the names if they do know, but if they don’t, you can wait until after the reading part of this
unit to introduce the names.
Introduce the picture flashcard of a bill. Ask students to tell you what they know about a
bill. Explain that in the last unit they learned the word law. Explain that before there is a
law, there is a bill. You can say that a bill is a suggestion for a law. Explain that each branch of
government has a different responsibility with the law. Explain that in this unit they will learn
how a bill becomes a law.
Write the unit’s 10 questions on the board. Tell students, “These are the 10 questions you have
to answer by the time you have finished reading this unit.”
Repeat the prediction exercise from unit 1. For example, ask a student to read question 1 and
ask another student to volunteer an answer. Write up an answer or up to 1-3 possible options
for each question, if appropriate. Continue through the 10 questions.

Focus on Key Words
Ask students to open their books to key words page of the unit. Tell them, “We have just
reviewed most of the key words of this unit. Are there any key words that are new to you? If
so, circle them?”
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Read to Understand
Ask a student to read the Read to Understand instructions aloud.
If necessary, review the instructions with students: “As you read, what are you going to do?
[elicit “circle new words” from students]. When you find an answer to one of the unit’s
questions, what are you going to do? [elicit “underline the answers” from students].”
Allow 10-15 minutes for student reading. Don’t allow students to use dictionaries during the
reading. Circulate to make sure students are underlining answers and circling new words. If not,
ask, “No new words?” and point to their text. If they are not underlining the answers, ask, “Can
you find any of the answers?” Some students may still be reluctant to mark up their texts, but
it is important for them to do so to help them to find and remember new words and phrases
and so that you can check their comprehension.
Allow students who finish reading early to use their dictionaries to look for new words. Or,
they can continue on to the Active Learning Practice.

Active Learning Practice
Students can work independently or with a partner on this section. They should try not to look
back at the reading but to complete the exercise from memory.
Legislative

Executive

Judicial

Congress
Senate + House of
Representatives
Makes federal laws

President
Signs bills to become laws
Vetoes laws

The Supreme Court
Reviews laws
9 justices

Comprehension Check
Before asking students to turn to this page in their workbooks, say, “Now let’s review the
answers. Who wants to read question 1?” Ask a student to read question 1 from the predicting
exercise on the board, and ask a student to volunteer the correct answer.
Say, “Show me where in the text you found that answer.” Circulate to make sure students have
underlined the answer in their texts.
Ask students to turn to the Answer Key section in the handbook. Say, “Here you will find
the answers to the questions. Take a minute to look at these answers and see if you have
any questions about the answers we discussed.” Point out the questions with more than one
possible answer. Answer student questions.
Say, “Now evaluate how confident you feel about this unit’s questions. Notice you only have
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to answer 6 of the 10 questions correctly on your exam. So circle one of the options, not
very confident, a little confident, or confident. Just put your opinion; any answer is OK. On the
lines below you can write up to 6 questions that, at this point, you want to spend more time
studying. I’ll give you a few minutes to evaluate yourself.” Explain to students who may have
started on the Active Learning Practice that they can return to that section later.

Pronunciation Practice
Say, “Now that we have found the answers, we are going to focus on pronouncing them better.
Let’s take a look at the Pronunciation Practice section and read it together.”
1 syllable
court
law
2
supreme
federal
senate
congress
reviews
3
judicial
justices
government
president
4
legislative
executive
separation
5
representatives
Note to Teacher: Given the difficulty most students have with pronouncing this unit’s key words,
in particular the names of the branches of government, you may find it helpful to repeat the circle
exercise from the last unit. Ask students to stand in a circle, do some brief stretching exercises for
relaxation, then to introduce themselves with their names and a gesture as a warm-up. Then hand
each student one of these words on an index card and ask them to introduce the word. Make sure
they get the pronunciation right before the group repeats.
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Variation: Students can practice the syllable/stress of a word using a seated exercise. They should
turn their desk sideways and sit in them so that they can stand up on the stressed syllable. Perform
“representatives” for them as an example, sitting as you say RE and PRE, standing up on SEN, then
sitting as you say TA-TIVES. Another variation of this is to give each student a rubber band and to
ask them to stretch the rubber band on the stressed syllable.
You may want to introduce a review activity here such as concentric circles with picture flashcards
or questions flashcards from units 1-4.
After students have practiced the pronunciation pyramid words and unit’s key words in
isolation refer them back to the list of questions on the Answer Key page.
Tell them, “Practice reading the unit’s questions and answers with a partner. Circle any words
or parts of words that are difficult to pronounce.”
After students finish practicing, review their pronunciation questions.

Oral Drilling
Remind students that their examiner may ask them not just to tell them the answer to the test
question, but to explain more about the answer. To review comprehension of the material with
the students, try the following questions:
• Tell me something about the U.S. government.
• What does “in charge of” mean?
• What does veto mean?
• What is a bill?
• What is a justice?
Include any other clarifying questions you can think of to help students to feel comfortable
explaining their answers.

Getting Ready for Your Interview
Ask students to read these suggestions either silently or out loud as a class and to circle new
words. Review any questions.

Writing Practice
Ask students to turn to the Writing Practice section and try to complete the words on the page.
Circulate and check for mistakes.

Citizenship Exam Preparation course teacher's manual

UNIT 4 37

If time is running short, this section can be skipped or done at home. This section is meant as a
warm-up to the Dictation Practice section.

Dictation Practice
Remind students of the 3 clarification questions ("Repeat, please. Slower, please. Louder,
please.") that they learned in the Getting Ready for Your Interview section. If possible, have
these questions posted in the classroom for ongoing reference.
Use this section to review what students have learned in this unit. For this unit, dictate the
following sentences:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The legislative branch is the Congress
The executive branch is the President.
The judicial branch is the Supreme Court.
Congress makes laws.
The Supreme Court reviews laws.

After students finish the dictation, write or ask a student to write the sentences on the board.
Make note of any easily confused or missing words to review with students.
Time permitting, you can help students to remember the sentences by erasing one word at a
time.

Final Assessment
This section gives students one final opportunity to practice the unit’s questions. They can
practice independently or with a partner.
Students should choose the 3 questions from this unit that they find the most difficult and
write them in their self-assessment. They should indicate if they feel more confident than
when they first started studying the unit by circling one of the options, not very confident, a little
confident, or confident. Encourage students who may have a tendency to be hard on themselves
to reconsider whether they feel more confident than when they started studying this unit.
Time permitting, the class can return to the Active Learning Practice and complete the activity
together or assign this activity for homework.
At this point, distribute 10 index cards to each student or ask students to purchase a set of
100 cards for homework. They can punch holes in a corner of the cards to make a ringed set of
flashcards. Show students how to copy the question on the front of the card and the answer on
the back. Circulate and review for accuracy, as some students don’t always copy correctly. Ask
students to carry these cards with them on the subway or other places where they can review
the questions quickly. Ask them to put the questions they find the most difficult toward the
front.
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Share What You Know (Optional Section)
These discussion questions are provided as an optional activity for classroom or pair use.
Students can be encouraged to discuss in class, read these at home, or write a response, as
appropriate.
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Unit 5 Overview: 12 questions about A Representative Government
Unit 5: A Representative Government
The number in parentheses refers to the USCIS numbering of questions.
1. How many U.S. Senators are there? (18)
2. We elect a U.S. Senator for how many years? (19)
3. Who does a U.S. Senator represent? (24)
4. The House of Representatives has how many voting members? (21)
5. Why do some states have more Representatives than other states? (25)
6. We elect a U.S. Representative for how many years? (22)
7. Who is the Commander in Chief of the military? (32)
8. We elect a President for how many years? (26)
9. What does the President’s Cabinet do? (35)
10. What are two Cabinet-level positions? (36)
11. If the President can no longer serve, who becomes President? (30)
12.	If both the President and the Vice President can no longer serve, who becomes President?
(31)

Key Words
Words in bold are those also on the USCIS reading/writing vocabulary lists.
elect
Senator
Representative
Senate
House of Representatives

Commander in Chief
President
Vice President
Cabinet
Speaker of the House

Activities Overview
Unit Active Learning

Pronunciation

Writing

Interview or Review

5

Final S sound

Key words
spelling cloze

Interview: R/W
questions units 3-5

Add S to nouns/verbs

Materials Needed
• picture flashcards of key words
• set of 10 index cards per student
• extra index cards for reading/writing questions
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Unit 5: Step-by-Step Activity Guide
Check Your Knowledge
Ask students to clear their desks. Don’t allow them to write during this activity.
Tell them, “Last unit you learned about the general structure of the U.S. government as set up
in the Constitution. Now we are going to learn 12 more questions about the U.S. government.”
Say, “The title of this unit is a representative government. What does a representative
government mean?” Try to elicit the fact that in a representative government, the government
is elected by the people. Show the picture flashcard of elect. Ask students what elect means. Try
to elicit the fact that the people vote for their leaders.
Say, “Remember we learned about the American colonies? Did the people in the colonies elect
their leaders? Who was their leader? Was that a representative government?” Try to elicit the
fact that there was a king and no representative government. Remind students of the problem
of taxation without representation.
Remind students that they learned about the three branches of government. If you want, you
can organize the classroom into 3 groups to represent the three branches. Elicit the name of
each branch and who is in each branch.
Tell students they are going to make a law. Review how a law gets made using the picture
flashcard of a bill. Have it start in Congress and show it moving to the executive and judicial
branches.
Tell students they are going to learn more facts about each branch.
Write question 1 on the board. Read the question for students. Ask students to volunteer an
answer. Write up to 1-3 possible options for each question, if appropriate. Continue through
the 12 questions. If you have set up the classroom into 3 branches, you can point to each
branch as you ask a question related to that branch.

Focus on Key Words
Ask students to open their books to the key words page of the unit. Tell them, “We have just
reviewed most of the key words of this unit. Are there any key words that are new to you? If
so, circle them.”

Read to Understand
Ask a student to read the Read to Understand instructions aloud.
If necessary, review the instructions with students: “As you read, what are you going to do?
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[elicit “circle new words” from students]. When you find an answer to one of the unit’s
questions, what are you going to do? [elicit “underline the answers” from students].”
Allow 10-15 minutes for student reading. Don’t allow students to use dictionaries during the
reading. Circulate to make sure students are underlining answers and circling new words. If not,
ask, “No new words?” and point to their text. If they are not underlining the answers, ask, “Can
you find any of the answers?” Some students may still be reluctant to mark up their texts, but
it is important for them to do so to help them to find and remember new words and phrases
and so that you can check their comprehension.
Allow students who finish reading early to use their dictionaries to look for new words. Or,
they can continue on to the Active Learning Practice.

Active Learning Practice
Students can work independently or with a partner on this section. This section sets up
this unit’s pronunciation practice focus later on. The goal is for students to understand the
importance of both saying and writing the S to communicate information accurately in English.
SINGULAR
senator
year
representative
member
state
position

PLURAL
senators
years
representatives
members
states
positions

VERB
elect
become
live
make
meet
advise
represent
do
have

S FORM
elects
becomes
lives
makes
meets
advises
represents
does
has

Comprehension Check
Before asking students to turn to this page in their workbooks, say, “Now let’s review the
answers. Who wants to read question 1?” Ask a student to read question 1 from the predicting
exercise on the board, and ask a student to volunteer the correct answer.
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Say, “Show me where in the text you found that answer.” Circulate to make sure students have
underlined the answer in their texts.
Say, “Turn to the Answer Key in your handbook. Here you will find the answers to the
questions. Take a minute to look at these answers and see if you have any questions about the
answers we discussed.” Answer student questions.
Ask students to turn to the Comprehension Check page in their books. Have them work in
pairs to review the questions.
Say, “Now evaluate how confident you feel about this unit’s questions. Notice you only have
to answer 6 of the 10 questions correctly on your exam. So circle one of the options, not
very confident, a little confident, or confident. Just put your opinion; any answer is OK. On the
lines below you can write up to 6 questions that, at this point, you want to spend more time
studying. I’ll give you a few minutes to evaluate yourself.”

Pronunciation Practice
Say, “Now that we have found the answers, we are going to focus on pronouncing them better.
Let’s take a look at the Pronunciation Practice section and read it together.”
You may want to go back to the Active Learning Practice section and complete it as a class.
Help students to say the final S sound correctly.
Review the questions and answers in the Comprehension Check section. Have students
mark the final S sounds according to the instructions in their handbook. Help them with
the pronunciation of these words as a class before having them practice with a partner. Help
students especially with the word “advises” so that it sounds different from “advise”.
Tell them, “Practice reading the unit’s questions and answers with a partner. Circle any words
or parts of words that are difficult to pronounce.”
After students finish practicing, review their pronunciation questions.

Oral Drilling
Remind students that their examiner may ask them not just to tell them the answer to the test
question, but to explain more about the answer. To review comprehension of the material with
the students, try the following questions:
• Tell me everything you know about the legislative branch.
• What is a Senator?
• What is the military?
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• What is the cabinet?
• How are the Senate and the House different?
Include any other clarifying questions you can think of to help students to feel comfortable
explaining their answers during the oral exam.

Writing Practice
Ask students to turn to the Writing Practice section and try to complete the words on the page.
Circulate and check for mistakes.
If time is running short, this section can be skipped or done at home. This section is meant as a
warm-up to the Dictation Practice section.

Getting Ready for Your Interview
Practice reading the questions aloud with students. Model for them and have them repeat. Or,
ask students to read a question, provide correction if necessary, then have the class repeat. Use
any of the pronunciation strategies that students have learned so far to provide clarification on
how to read these questions aloud.
Writing questions: Ask students to read these sentences out loud. Clarify any questions.
Continue to the Dictation Practice section.

Dictation Practice
Remind students of the 3 clarification questions ("Repeat, please. Slower, please. Louder,
please.") that they learned in the Getting Ready for Your Interview section. If possible, have
these questions posted in the classroom for ongoing reference.
Use this section to give students the opportunity to practice sentences for the dictation part of
the exam. Students will write answers that are possible responses to citizenship questions from
the reading vocabulary list. USCIS Officers are encouraged to pair the sentences on the reading
and writing test, but in some instances, the reading and writing items may not be paired.
Students have to write 1 out of 3 sentences correctly; numbers may be spelled out or written
as digits.
For this unit, dictate the following sentences:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The people elect the government of the United States.
Citizens can vote for President.
Congress meets in Washington, D.C.
Congress has 100 Senators.
The President lives in the White House.

UNIT 5 44

CUNY – CITIZENSHIP NOW!

After students finish the dictation, write or ask a student to write the sentences on the board.
Make note of any easily confused or missing words to review with students.
Time permitting, you can help students to remember the sentences by erasing one word at a
time.

Final Assessment
This section gives students one final opportunity to practice the unit’s questions. They can
practice on their own or with a partner.
Students should choose the 3 questions from this unit that they find the most difficult and
write them in this section (If you are incorporating index cards, you can ask students to write
the 3 most difficult questions directly on their cards.). They can indicate if they feel more
confident than when they first started studying the unit by circling one of the options, not very
confident, a little confident, or confident. Encourage students who may have a tendency to be
hard on themselves to reconsider whether they feel more confident than when they started
studying this unit.
Prepare students to study independently by distributing 10 index cards to each student. They
can punch holes in a corner of the cards to make a ringed set of flashcards. Show students how
to copy the question on the front of the card and the answer on the back. Circulate and review
for accuracy, as some students don’t always copy correctly. Ask students to carry these cards
with them on the subway or other places where they can review the questions quickly. Ask
them to put the questions they find to be the most difficult toward the front.

Share What You Know (Optional Section)
These discussion questions are provided as an optional activity for classroom or pair use.
Students can be encouraged to discuss in class, read these at home, or write a response, as
appropriate.
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Unit 6 Overview: 10 questions about Your Government Today
Unit 6: Your Government Today
The number in parentheses refers to the USCIS numbering of questions.
1. In what month do we vote for President? (27)
2. What are the two major political parties in the United States? (45)
3. What is the name of the President of the United States now? (28)
4. What is the name of the Vice President of the United States now? (29)
5. What is the political party of the President now? (46)
6. Who is one of your state’s U.S. Senators? (20)
7. Name your U.S. Representative. (23)
8. What is the name of the Speaker of the House of Representatives now? (47)
9. Who is the Governor of your state? (43)
10. Who is the Chief Justice of the United States? (40)

Key Words
Words in bold are those also on the USCIS reading/writing vocabulary lists
November
vote
major
political party
Democratic

Republican
name
Governor
Chief Justice
elected official

Activities Overview
Unit Active Learning
6

Pronunciation

Build the Question Easily Confused
Words/Pronunciation
Your Way

Writing

Interview or Review

Copy names
of politicians

Review: Find examples
of questions in 3rd
person singular

Materials Needed
• picture flashcards of key words
• 10 index cards per student
• photographs/flashcards of current political leaders, if possible
• 1 question interview template per student for review activity
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• 10 pieces of lined paper for Practice What You Know So Far activity

Unit 6: Step-by-Step Activity Guide
Check Your Knowledge
Ask students to clear their desks. Don’t allow them to write during this activity.
Tell them, “Now we are going to study 10 questions about the government today.”
Write the unit’s 10 questions on the board. Tell students, “These are the 10 questions you have
to answer by the time you have finished reading this unit.”
Repeat the prediction exercise from unit 1. For example, read question 1 for students. Ask
students to volunteer an answer. Write up an answer or any possible options that students
volunteer. If they give an approximate name for one of their elected leaders, write it up in the
way that they try to say it. Underline the part of the name they’re not sure about. Continue
through the 10 questions.
Ask them where they think they would find the answers to the questions if they’re not sure.
Make a list of possible places to find the answers on the board.
Clarify levels of representation. For example, ask if everybody has the same President. You can
ask, “Does everybody have the same Senator? the same Representative? the same Speaker of
the House? the same Governor? the same Chief Justice?” If students aren’t sure, tell them to
think about the answer and review the questions again after they read.

Focus on Key Words
Ask students to open their books to the first page of the unit. Tell them, “We have just
reviewed most of the key words of this unit. Are there any key words that are new to you? If
so, circle them.”

Read to Understand
Note to Teachers: Unlike most Read to Understand sections, this unit does not provide students with
an answer to all questions. It provides students with instructions on how to find the answer on the
Internet and a blank where they can fill in the answer. If possible, have students read this section
then try to find the answer on the Internet. If that is not possible, bring picture flashcards (or just
flashcards) showing the elected officials and the name of his/her office. Post these for students to
consult as they read. They can use their background knowledge to choose the answer that they think
fits best. For purposes of this curriculum, it was assumed that the Chief Justice of the U.S. would not
be changing soon, but be sure to alert students if the Chief Justice is no longer John Roberts.
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Allow 10-15 minutes for student reading. Don’t allow students to use dictionaries during the
reading. Circulate to make sure students are underlining answers and circling new words. If
not, ask, “No new words?” and point to their text.
Allow students who finish reading early to use their dictionaries to look for new words. Or,
they can continue on to the Active Learning Practice.

Active Learning Practice
Students can work independently or with a partner on this section. They should try not to look
back at the reading but to complete the exercise from memory. The questions for this unit are
provided on the first page of their student handbook. Check the questions they compose for
missing words.
Note to Teachers: The USCIS will use this word list to construct possible questions for reading
during the exam.

Comprehension Check
Before asking students to turn to this page in their workbooks, say, “Now let’s review the
answers. Who wants to read question 1?” Ask a student to read question 1 from the predicting
exercise on the board, and ask a student to volunteer the correct answer.
A key practice of this unit is to help students to remember the names of their elected official
by underlining how many letters are in each name (see Writing Practice). Check students’
predicted answers for mistakes and near misses. Help them to see the correct answer by
showing them how many letters they need to spell the name correctly.
Continue through the 10 questions. Clarify any student questions.
Ask students to open their books to the Comprehension Check section and to write the
answers as needed. Allow them to work with a partner.
Say, “Now evaluate how confident you feel about this unit’s questions. Notice you only have
to answer 6 of the 10 questions correctly on your exam. So circle one of the options, not
very confident, a little confident, or confident. Just put your opinion; any answer is OK. On the
lines below you can write up to 6 questions that, at this point, you want to spend more time
studying. I’ll give you a few minutes to evaluate yourself.”

Pronunciation Practice
Say, “Now that we have found the answers, we are going to focus on pronouncing them better.
Let’s take a look at the Pronunciation Practice section and read it together.”
Review the list of easily confused words with students.
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Review the names of politicians for students and help them with syllable/stress or silent letter
strategies to learn how to pronounce their names correctly.
Tell them, “Practice reading the unit’s questions and answers with a partner. Circle any words
or parts of words that are difficult to pronounce.”
After students finish practicing, review their pronunciation questions.

Oral Drilling
Remind students that their examiner may ask them not just to tell them the answer to the test
question, but to explain more about the answer. To review comprehension of the material with
the students, try the following questions:
• What is a political party?
• How is a Governor different from a President?
• How many Governors are there?
• What do you know about the current Speaker of the House? etc.
• Include any other clarifying questions you can think of to help students to feel
comfortable explaining their answers during the oral exam.

Writing Practice
Ask students to turn to the Writing Practice section and to practice copying the politicians’
names.
If time is running short, this section can be skipped or done at home. This section is meant as a
warm-up to the Dictation Practice section.

Dictation Practice (Review)
Remind students of the 3 clarification questions ("Repeat, please. Slower, please. Louder,
please.") that they learned in the Getting Ready for Your Interview section. If possible, have
these questions posted in the classroom for ongoing reference.
Use this section to review difficult sentences or key words from previous units. Or, dictate 5
answers from this unit to help students to remember what they learned.
Variation: Put students into pairs. Partner A dictates questions 1-5 to partner B. Then Partner B
dictates questions 6-10 to partner A.
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Final Assessment
This section gives students one final opportunity to practice the unit’s questions. They can
practice on their own or with a partner.
Students should choose the 3 questions from this unit that they find the most difficult and
write them in this section (If you are incorporating index cards, you can ask students to write
the 3 most difficult questions directly on their cards.). They can indicate if they feel more
confident than when they first started studying the unit by circling one of the options, not very
confident, a little confident, or confident. Encourage students who may have a tendency to be
hard on themselves to reconsider whether they feel more confident than when they started
studying this unit.
Prepare students to study independently by distributing 10 index cards to each student. They
can punch holes in a corner of the cards to make a ringed set of flashcards. Show students how
to copy the question on the front of the card and the answer on the back. Circulate and review
for accuracy, as some students don’t always copy correctly. Ask students to carry these cards
with them on the subway or other places where they can review the questions quickly. Ask
them to put the questions they find to be the most difficult toward the front.

Practice What You Know So Far
Read this section with students. Students can sort questions using their index cards or on a
separate sheet of paper.
Use the exercise circle and have students choose one of these questions to ask a classmate.
Students can also use these questions to complete a one-question interview. Ask students to
choose one question only and to write it on top of a piece of paper. Tell students to ask this
same question to as many classmates as possible. Students should record their classmates’
answers (correct or incorrect) on the paper. Tell students they are to check to see how many
of their classmates can answer the question correctly. Give students 10 minutes to complete
the exercise or tell them they have to speak to 10 students and sit down only when they are
finished. Have students share the results with your class when they are finished. Collect the
papers and review for mistakes. Clarify mistakes with students at the following class section.

Share What You Know (Optional Section)
These discussion questions are provided as an optional activity for classroom or pair use.
Students can be encouraged to discuss in class, read these at home, or write a response, as
appropriate.
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Unit 7 Overview: 10 questions about Citizens’ Rights &
Amendments to the Constitution
Unit 7: Citizens’ Rights & Amendments to the Constitution
The number in parentheses refers to the USCIS numbering of questions.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

What do we call the first ten amendments to the Constitution? (5)
What is an amendment? (4)
How many amendments does the Constitution have? (7)
What are two rights of everyone living in the United States? (51)
What is one right or freedom from the First Amendment? (6)
What is freedom of religion? (10)
What group of people was taken to America and sold as slaves? (60)
What did Susan B. Anthony do? (77)
There are four amendments to the Constitution about who can vote. Describe one of them.
(48)
10. How old do citizens have to be to vote for President? (54)

Key Words
Words in bold are those also on the USCIS reading/writing vocabulary lists.
amendment
Bill of Rights
freedom of religion
freedom of speech
freedom of the press

freedom of assembly
freedom to petition the government
slaves
Susan B. Anthony
women’s rights

Activities Overview
Unit Active Learning

Pronunciation

Writing

Interview or Review

7

M and N sounds

Find the
correct key
word

Review: Find Name
One or Name Two
Questions

Match the
amendment or issue
with an illustration

Materials Needed
• picture flashcards of key words
• 10 index cards per student
• 10 pieces of lined paper for Practice What You Know So Far activity
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Unit 7: Step-by-Step Activity Guide
Check Your Knowledge
Ask students to clear their desks. Don’t allow them to write during this activity.
Tell them, “We have learned a lot about government and elected officials. Now we are going to
talk more about citizens. In this unit, we are going to focus on citizens’ rights. What is a right?”
Elicit possible answers from students.
Tell them, “A right is something the government cannot take away. Remember we said we have
3 important documents in U.S. history. What are the 2 documents we have already studied?”
Elicit The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. Review what students know
about these documents if necessary.
Tell them, “Now we are going to learn about the Bill of Rights. The Constitution talks about
what the government can do. The Bill of Rights tells the government what it cannot do.” Ask
students to give you some examples of rights they have. If students give you an example of one
of the rights from this unit’s key words, show them the corresponding picture flashcard.
Write the unit’s 10 questions on the board. Tell students, “These are the 10 questions you have
to answer by the time you have finished reading this unit.”
Ask student to contribute possible answers using the predicting exercise or use the picture
flashcards to elicit what students know.

Focus on Key Words
Ask students to open their books to the first page of the unit. Tell them, “These are the terms
you must understand by the end of this unit. Are there any key words that are new to you? If
so, circle them.”

Read to Understand
Ask a student to read the Read to Understand instructions aloud.
If necessary, review the instructions with students: “As you read, what are you going to do?
[elicit “circle new words” from students]. When you find an answer to one of the unit’s
questions, what are you going to do? [elicit “underline the answers” from students].”
Allow 10-15 minutes for student reading. Don’t allow students to use dictionaries during the
reading. Circulate to make sure students are underlining answers and circling new words. If not,
ask, “No new words?” and point to their text. If they are not underlining the answers, ask, “Can
you find any of the answers?” Some students may still be reluctant to mark up their texts, but
it is important for them to do so to help them to find and remember new words and phrases
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and so that you can check their comprehension.
Allow students who finish reading early to use their dictionaries to look for new words. Or,
they can continue on to the Active Learning Practice.

Active Learning Practice
Students can work independently or with a partner on this section.

Comprehension Check
Before asking students to turn to this page in their workbooks, say, “Now let’s review the
answers. Who wants to read question 1?” Ask a student to read question 1 from the predicting
exercise on the board, and ask a student to volunteer the correct answer.
Say, “Show me where in the text you found that answer.” Circulate to make sure students have
underlined the answer in their texts.
Say, “Turn to the Answer Key in your handbook. Here you will find the answers to the
questions. Take a minute to look at these answers and see if you have any questions about the
answers we discussed.” Answer student questions. Review questions 4, 5 and 9, which have
multiple possible answers.
Ask students to turn to the Comprehension Check page in their books. Have them work in
pairs to review the questions.
Say, “Now evaluate how confident you feel about this unit’s questions. Notice you only have
to answer 6 of the 10 questions correctly on your exam. So circle one of the options, not
very confident, a little confident, or confident. Just put your opinion; any answer is OK. On the
lines below you can write up to 6 questions that, at this point, you want to spend more time
studying. I’ll give you a few minutes to evaluate yourself.”

Pronunciation Practice
Say, “Now that we have found the answers, we are going to focus on pronouncing them better.
Let’s take a look at the Pronunciation Practice section and read it together.”
Note to Teacher: A common mistake for many students is to not distinguish the N and M sounds.
You can help students to make more distinctive sounds by creating a physical illustration of the
sounds for them. For example, when showing them the correct pronunciation of final N, raise your
index finger in front of your nose to highlight your open mouth and raised tongue (which will be
invisible to them). When showing them the correct pronunciation of the M sound, move your four
fingers horizontally in front of your mouth to highlight your closed lips. Try to get students to correct
their pronunciation using only the gesture to see if they can remember how to make the sound
correctly.
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Continue with syllable/stress, silent letters or circle exercise to help them to learn the
pronunciation of this unit’s key words.
Tell them, “Practice reading the unit’s questions and answers with a partner. Circle any words
or parts of words that are difficult to pronounce.”
After students finish practicing, review their pronunciation questions.

Oral Drilling
Remind students that their examiner may ask them not just to tell them the answer to the test
question, but to explain more about the answer. To review comprehension of the material with
the students, try the following questions:
• Tell me what you know about amendments to the Constitution.
• Tell me what you know about the Bill of Rights.
• What is another word for freedom?
• Tell me what you know about women’s rights.
• Tell me what you learned about slaves.
• Who can vote in the United States?
Include any other clarifying questions you can think of to help students to feel comfortable
explaining their answers during the oral exam.

Writing Practice
If time is running short, this section can be skipped or done at home. This section is meant as a
warm-up to the Dictation Practice section.
Find the correct key word from the options below. Circle it.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

amenment
freadom
religiom
pressed
speech
asembly
petishun
governor
salves
Anthony
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amendment
freedon
relijion
press
speak
assembly
betition
goverment
slave
Antony

ammendment
freedom
region
pressure
speeches
asemmbly
petition
government
save
Anton

amentment
freed
religion
pens
speaker
assembli
petitioner
governance
enslave
Antoinette
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Dictation Practice
Remind students of the 3 clarification questions ("Repeat, please. Slower, please. Louder,
please.") that they learned in the Getting Ready for Your Interview section. If possible, have
these questions posted in the classroom for ongoing reference.
Use this section to review difficult sentences or key words from previous units. Or, dictate 5
answers from this unit to help students to remember what they learned.
Variation: Put students into pairs. Partner A dictates questions 1-5 to partner B. Then Partner B
dictates questions 6-10 to partner A.

Final Assessment
This section gives students one final opportunity to practice the unit’s questions. They can
practice on their own or with a partner.
Students should choose the 3 questions from this unit that they find the most difficult and
write them in this section (If you are incorporating index cards, you can ask students to write
the 3 most difficult questions directly on their cards.). They can indicate if they feel more
confident than when they first started studying the unit by circling one of the options, not very
confident, a little confident, or confident. Encourage students who may have a tendency to be
hard on themselves to reconsider whether they feel more confident than when they started
studying this unit.
Prepare students to study independently by distributing 10 index cards to each student. They
can punch holes in a corner of the cards to make a ringed set of flashcards. Show students how
to copy the question on the front of the card and the answer on the back. Circulate and review
for accuracy, as some students don’t always copy correctly. Ask students to carry these cards
with them on the subway or other places where they can review the questions quickly. Ask
them to put the questions they find to be the most difficult toward the front.

Practice What You Know So Far
Read this section with students. Students can sort questions using their index cards or on a
separate sheet of paper.
Use the exercise circle and have students choose one of these questions to ask a classmate.
Students can also use these questions to complete a one question interview. Ask students to
choose one question only and to write it on top of a piece of paper. Tell students to ask this
same question to as many classmates as possible. Students should record their classmates’
answers (correct or incorrect) on the paper. Tell students they are to check to see how many
of their classmates can answer the question correctly. Give students 10 minutes to complete
the exercise or tell them they have to speak to 10 students and sit down only when they are
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finished. Have students share the results with your class when they are finished. Collect the
papers and review for mistakes. Clarify mistakes with students at the following class section.

Share What You Know (Optional Section)
These discussion questions are provided as an optional activity for classroom or pair use.
Students can be encouraged to discuss in class, read these at home, or write a response, as
appropriate.
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Unit 8 Overview: 8 Questions about the U.S. in the 1800s
Unit 8: One Nation or Two? The U.S. in the 1800s
The number in parentheses refers to the USCIS numbering of questions.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Name one war fought by the United States in the 1800s. (72)
What territory did the United States buy from France in 1803? (71)
Name one of the two longest rivers in the United States. (88)
What is the name of the national anthem? (98)
Name one problem that led to the Civil War. (74)
Name the U.S. war between the North and the South. (73)
What was one important thing that Abraham Lincoln did? (75)
What did the Emancipation Declaration do? (76)

Key Words
Words in bold are those also on the USCIS reading/writing vocabulary lists.
the Louisiana Territory
the Mississippi River
the national anthem
the Star-Spangled Banner
the Civil War

south
north
Abraham Lincoln
slavery
the Emancipation Declaration

Activities Overview
Unit Active Learning

Pronunciation

8

Key words
Pronunciation
Pyramid for multi- spelling cloze
syllabic words in
answers

Illustrate Civil War on
U.S. map

Writing

Interview or Review
Review: Make your
own board game

Materials Needed
• picture flashcards of key words
• 10 index cards per student
• U.S. wall map, if possible
• copies of the “make your own” board game template in Appendix 6 of the handbook (one
for each student or one per group of 4) and dice (one die for each group of four)
• colored pencils, crayons, or fine point markers
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Unit 8: Step-by-Step Activity Guide
Check Your Knowledge
Ask students to clear their desks. Don’t allow them to write during this activity.
Show them the picture flashcard of the Louisiana Territory. Ask them to tell you anything they
know about the Louisiana Territory. Continue with the picture flashcards of the Mississippi
River, the national anthem, Abraham Lincoln, and slavery.
Show them a map of the U.S. Ask students to tell you the 13 original states. Remind them
that the last time they studied history, the U.S. was just 13 states on the east coast. Review
any history they learned about colonial independence. Tell them that they are going to learn
how the U.S. grew to the West Coast and became 50 states. Ask them to tell you anything they
know about how the U.S. grew. If students don’t know, tell them they will learn these facts as
they read.
Write the unit’s 8 questions on the board. Tell students, “These are the 8 questions you have to
answer by the time you have finished reading this unit.”
Ask students to contribute possible answers using the predicting exercise.

Focus on Key Words
Ask students to open their books to the first page of the unit. Tell them, “These are the terms
you must understand by the end of this unit. Are there any key words that are new to you? If
so, circle them.”

Read to Understand
Ask a student to read the Read to Understand instructions aloud.
If necessary, review the instructions with students: “As you read, what are you going to do?
[elicit “circle new words” from students]. When you find an answer to one of the unit’s
questions, what are you going to do? [elicit “underline the answers” from students].”
Allow 10-15 minutes for student reading. Don’t allow students to use dictionaries during the
reading. Circulate to make sure students are underlining answers and circling new words. If not,
ask, “No new words?” and point to their text. If they are not underlining the answers, ask, “Can
you find any of the answers?” Some students may still be reluctant to mark up their texts, but
it is important for them to do so to help them to find and remember new words and phrases
and so that you can check their comprehension.
Allow students who finish reading early to use their dictionaries to look for new words. Or,
they can continue on to the Active Learning Practice.
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Active Learning Practice
Students can work with a partner or independently on this section. They should try not to look
back at the reading but to complete this section from memory.

Comprehension Check
Before asking students to turn to this page in their workbooks, say, “Now let’s review the
answers. Who wants to read question 1?” Ask a student to read question 1 from the predicting
exercise on the board, and ask a student to volunteer the correct answer.
Say, “Show me where in the text you found that answer.” Circulate to make sure students have
underlined the answer in their texts.
Say, “Turn to the Answer Key in your handbook. Here you will find the answers to the
questions. Take a minute to look at these answers and see if you have any questions about the
answers we discussed.” Answer student questions. Review questions 3, 5 and 7, which have
multiple possible answers.
Ask students to turn to the Comprehension Check page in their books. Have them work in
pairs to review the questions.
Say, “Now evaluate how confident you feel about this unit’s questions. Notice you only have
to answer 6 of the 10 questions correctly on your exam. So circle one of the options, not
very confident, a little confident, or confident. Just put your opinion; any answer is OK. On the
lines below you can write up to 6 questions that, at this point, you want to spend more time
studying. I’ll give you a few minutes to evaluate yourself.”

Pronunciation Practice
Say, “Now that we have found the answers, we are going to focus on pronouncing them better.
Let’s take a look at the Pronunciation Practice section and read it together.”
1 syllable
slave
freed
war
star
2
slavery
river
spangled
banner
civil
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3
Abraham
4
Proclamation
territory
Mississippi
5
Emancipation
Louisiana
Continue with syllable/stress, silent letters or circle exercise to help them to learn the
pronunciation of this unit’s key words.
Tell them, “Practice reading the unit’s questions and answers with a partner. Circle any words
or parts of words that are difficult to pronounce.”
After students finish practicing, review their pronunciation questions.

Oral Drilling
Remind students that their examiner may ask them not just to tell them the answer to the test
question, but to explain more about the answer. To review comprehension of the material with
the students, try the following questions:
• Tell me what you know about the 1800s in the U.S.
• What was the Civil War?
• What was the difference between North and South?
• What is another word for emancipation?
• You now know about four important documents in U.S. history. What are they?
• Tell me what you learned about Abraham Lincoln.
Include any other clarifying questions you can think of to help students to feel comfortable
explaining their answers during the oral exam.

Writing Practice
Ask students to turn to the Writing Practice section and try to complete the words on the page.
Circulate and check for mistakes.
If time is running short, this section can be skipped or done at home. This section is meant as a
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warm-up to the Dictation Practice section.

Dictation Practice
Remind students of the 3 clarification questions ("Repeat, please. Slower, please. Louder,
please.") that they learned in the Getting Ready for Your Interview section. If possible, have
these questions posted in the classroom for ongoing reference.
Use this section to give students the opportunity to practice sentences for the dictation part of
the exam. Students will write answers that are possible responses to citizenship questions from
the reading vocabulary list. USCIS Officers are encouraged to pair the sentences on the reading
and writing test, but in some instances, the reading and writing items may not be paired.
Students have to write 1 out of 3 sentences correctly; numbers may be spelled out or written
as digits.
For this unit, dictate the following sentences:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Lincoln was President during the Civil War.
People in the U.S. have the right to be free.
Freedom of speech is a right in the United States.
People come to America to be free.
Citizens have to pay taxes.

After students finish the dictation, write or ask a student to write the sentences on the board.
Make note of any easily confused or missing words to review with students.
Time permitting, you can help students to remember the sentences by erasing one word at a
time.

Final Assessment
This section gives students one final opportunity to practice the unit’s questions. They can
practice on their own or with a partner.
Students should choose the 3 questions from this unit that they find the most difficult and
write them in this section (If you are incorporating index cards, you can ask students to write
the 3 most difficult questions directly on their cards.). They can indicate if they feel more
confident than when they first started studying the unit by circling one of the options, not very
confident, a little confident, or confident. Encourage students who may have a tendency to be
hard on themselves to reconsider whether they feel more confident than when they started
studying this unit.
Prepare students to study independently by distributing 8 index cards to each student. They
can punch holes in a corner of the cards to make a ringed set of flashcards. Show students how
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to copy the question on the front of the card and the answer on the back. Circulate and review
for accuracy, as some students don’t always copy correctly. Ask students to carry these cards
with them on the subway or other places where they can review the questions quickly. Ask
them to put the questions they find to be the most difficult toward the front.

Practice What You Know So Far
Read this section with students. Distribute one board game per group of four. Ask each student
to contribute the 10 most difficult questions to the pile of flashcards for the game.
Ask groups to contribute 4 coins for the game, one penny, one nickel, one dime, and one
quarter for each member of the group. Make sure students understand who is the penny, who
the nickel, etc.
Model how to play the game with one group, then supervise the other groups as they play the
game.

Share What You Know (Optional Section)
These discussion questions are provided as an optional activity for classroom or pair use.
Students can be encouraged to discuss in class, read these at home, or write a response, as
appropriate.
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Unit 9 Overview: 10 questions about the U.S. in the 1900s
Unit 9: The 1900s, The World Changes
The number in parentheses refers to the USCIS numbering of questions.
1. What movement tried to end racial discrimination? (84)
2. What did Martin Luther King, Jr. do? (85)
3. Name one war fought by the United States in the 1900s. (78)
4. Who was President during World War I? (79)
5. Who did the United States fight in World War II? (81)
6. Who was President during the Great Depression and World War II? (80)
7. Before he was President, Eisenhower was a general. What war was he in? (82)
8. During the Cold War, what was the main concern of the United States? (83)
9. What is the economic system in the United States? (11)
10. What major event happened on September 11, 2001 in the United States? (86)

Key Words
the Cold War
communism
capitalist economy
terrorists
event

racial discrimination
Martin Luther King Jr.
civil rights movement
World War I
World War II

Activities Overview
Unit Active Learning

Pronunciation

Writing

9

W sound

Interview: Easily Confused
Fill in the
blank with the Questions & did you say?
correct answer.

Sort problem &
problem solver

Interview or Review

Materials Needed
• picture flashcards of key words
• 10 index cards per student
• wall world map, if possible, to highlight Japan, Germany and Italy
• individual world maps, one for each student (optional activity)
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Unit 9: Step-by-Step Activity Guide
Check Your Knowledge
Ask students to clear their desks. Don’t allow them to write during this activity.
Introduce the picture flashcard of Martin Luther King, Jr. Ask students to tell you what they
know about Martin Luther King, Jr. Repeat with World War I and II.
Tell students that in this unit they are going to learn about some of the problems in the U.S. in
the 1900s. Ask them to tell you of any problems they know from the 1900s.
Write the unit’s 10 questions on the board. Tell students, “These are the 10 questions you have
to answer by the time you have finished reading this unit.” Ask students to contribute possible
answers using the predicting exercise or continue introducing flashcards of the unit’s key words
to elicit what students know.

Focus on Key Words
Ask students to open their books to the first page of the unit. Tell them, “These are the terms
you must understand by the end of this unit. Are there any key words that are new to you? If
so, circle them.”

Read to Understand
Ask a student to read the Read to Understand instructions aloud.
If necessary, review the instructions with students: “As you read, what are you going to do?
[elicit “circle new words” from students]. When you find an answer to one of the unit’s
questions, what are you going to do? [elicit “underline the answers” from students].”
Allow 10-15 minutes for student reading. Don’t allow students to use dictionaries during the
reading. Circulate to make sure students are underlining answers and circling new words. If not,
ask, “No new words?” and point to their text. If they are not underlining the answers, ask, “Can
you find any of the answers?” Some students may still be reluctant to mark up their texts, but
it is important for them to do so to help them to find and remember new words and phrases
and so that you can check their comprehension.
Allow students who finish reading early to use their dictionaries to look for new words. Or,
they can continue on to the Active Learning Practice.

Active Learning Practice
Students can work with a partner or independently on this section.
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Problem

Problem Solver/Solution

taxation without representation

Thomas Jefferson
the Declaration of Independence
a representative government

slaves/slavery

the Civil War
Abraham Lincoln
the Emancipation Declaration

World War I

Woodrow Wilson

women cannot vote

Susan B. Anthony
women’s rights
19th amendment to the Constitution

World War II

Dwight D. Eisenhower
Franklin Roosevelt

racial discrimination

Martin Luther King, Jr.
civil rights movement

Comprehension Check
Before asking students to turn to this page in their workbooks, say, “Now let’s review the
answers. Who wants to read question 1?” Ask a student to read question 1 from the predicting
exercise on the board, and ask a student to volunteer the correct answer.
Say, “Show me where in the text you found that answer.” Circulate to make sure students have
underlined the answer in their texts.
Say, “Turn to the Answer Key in your handbook. Here you will find the answers to the
questions. Take a minute to look at these answers and see if you have any questions about the
answers we discussed.” Answer student questions. Review question 3, which has more than one
possible answer.
Ask students to turn to the Comprehension Check page in their books. Have them work in
pairs to review the questions.
Say, “Now evaluate how confident you feel about this unit’s questions. Notice you only have
to answer 6 of the 10 questions correctly on your exam. So circle one of the options, not
very confident, a little confident, or confident. Just put your opinion; any answer is OK. On the
lines below you can write up to 6 questions that, at this point, you want to spend more time
studying. I’ll give you a few minutes to evaluate yourself.”
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Pronunciation Practice
Say, “Now that we have found the answers, we are going to focus on pronouncing them better.
Let’s take a look at the Pronunciation Practice section and read it together.”
Continue with syllable/stress, silent letters or circle exercise to help them to learn the
pronunciation of this unit’s key words and especially the proper names in this unit.
Tell them, “Practice reading the unit’s questions and answers with a partner. Circle any words
or parts of words that are difficult to pronounce.”
After students finish practicing, review their pronunciation questions.

Oral Drilling
Remind students that their examiner may ask them not just to tell them the answer to the test
question, but to explain more about the answer. To review comprehension of the material with
the students, try the following questions:
• Tell me what you know about the 1900s in the U.S.
• Tell me what you learned about the Cold War.
• What does it mean to bear arms? Why does the U.S. want its citizens to bear arms?
• What does racial discrimination mean? Why is racial discrimination against the law in the
U.S.?
Include any other clarifying questions you can think of to help students to feel comfortable
explaining their answers during the oral exam.

Writing Practice
Ask students to turn to the Writing Practice section and try to complete the words on the page.
Circulate and check for mistakes.
Review orally with the class to verify students’ pronunciation.
Complete these sentences using what you learned in this unit.
1. The civil rights movement tried to end racial discrimination.
2. Martin Luther King, Jr. fought for civil rights.
3. One war fought by the United States in the 1900s is World War I.
4. Woodrow Wilson was President during World War I.
5. In World War II, the United States fought Japan, Germany, and Italy.
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6. Franklin Roosevelt was President during the Great Depression and World War II.
7. Before he was President, Eisenhower was a general in World War II.
8. During the Cold War, the main concern of the United States was communism.
9. The economic system in the United States is a capitalist economy.
10. On September 11, 2001 terrorists attacked the United States.

Dictation Practice
Remind students of the 3 clarification questions ("Repeat, please. Slower, please. Louder,
please.") that they learned in the Getting Ready for Your Interview section. If possible, have
these questions posted in the classroom for ongoing reference.
Use this section to review difficult sentences or key words from previous units. Or, dictate 5
answers from this unit to help students to remember what they learned.
Variation: Put students into pairs. Partner A dictates questions 1-5 to partner B. Then Partner B
dictates questions 6-10 to partner A.

Final Assessment
This section gives students one final opportunity to practice the unit’s questions. They can
practice on their own or with a partner.
Students should choose the 3 questions from this unit that they find the most difficult and
write them in this section (If you are incorporating index cards, you can ask students to write
the 3 most difficult questions directly on their cards.). They can indicate if they feel more
confident than when they first started studying the unit by circling one of the options, not very
confident, a little confident, or confident. Encourage students who may have a tendency to be
hard on themselves to reconsider whether they feel more confident than when they started
studying this unit.
Prepare students to study independently by distributing 10 index cards to each student. They
can punch holes in a corner of the cards to make a ringed set of flashcards. Show students how
to copy the question on the front of the card and the answer on the back. Circulate and review
for accuracy, as some students don’t always copy correctly. Ask students to carry these cards
with them on the subway or other places where they can review the questions quickly. Ask
them to put the questions they find to be the most difficult toward the front.
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Getting Ready for Your Interview
Read this section with students. Model asking a student a question and mumble a key word,
for example, the 1900s. Elicit the clarification question from the student. Practice with other
questions
Give students time to find questions that are easily confusing to them. Use this time to review
any questions students still find confusing.
Remind students of the key word exercise in the Active Learning Practice section of Unit 2.
Review correct answers for key words of each of the easily confused questions.

Share What You Know (Optional Section)
These discussion questions are provided as an optional activity for classroom or pair use.
Students can be encouraged to discuss in class, read these at home, or write a response, as
appropriate.
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Unit 10 Overview: 10 questions about Civic Participation
(“Democracy and You”)
Unit 10: Democracy & You
The number in parentheses refers to the USCIS numbering of questions.
1. What are two ways that Americans can participate in their democracy? (55)
2. What are two rights only for United States citizens? (50)
3. What is one responsibility that is only for United States citizens? (49)
4. What is one promise you make when you become a United States citizen? (53)
5. What is the “rule of law”? (12)
6. When must all men register for the Selective Service? (57)
7. What is the last day you can send in federal income tax forms? (56)
8. What do we show loyalty to when we say the Pledge of Allegiance? (52)
9. Name two national U.S. holidays. (100)
10. Who was the first President? (70)

Key Words
Words in bold are those also on the USCIS reading/writing vocabulary lists.
Selective Service
taxes
loyalty
Pledge of Allegiance
holiday

citizens
promise
participate
democracy
rule of law

Activities Overview
Unit Active Learning

Pronunciation

Writing

Interview or Review

10

Pronunciation
Pyramid: dates &
answers to unit 10
questions

Spelling cloze of
names of months
and holidays. Write
sentences describing
holidays.

Interview: make a
list of important
dates from your
N400

Number Match

Materials Needed
• picture flashcards of key words
• 10 index cards per student
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Unit 10: Step-by-Step Activity Guide
Check Your Knowledge
Ask students to clear their desks. Don’t allow them to write during this activity.
Tell students, “We have learned about people who fought to solve problems in the U.S. Now
we are going to talk more about how citizens can participate in a democracy. Tell me some
ways citizens can participate in a democratic government.” Write student suggestions on the
board.
Introduce key words using picture flashcards. Say, “One of the things we are going to learn
about is taxes. What are taxes?” Continue with Selective Service, rule of law, Pledge of
Allegiance and holiday.
Time permitting, write the unit’s 10 questions on the board. Tell students, “These are the 10
questions you have to answer by the time you have finished reading this unit.” Ask students to
contribute possible answers using the predicting exercise. You may want to start out with “Who
was the first President?” which is a review question to boost students’ confidence.

Focus on Key Words
Ask students to open their books to the first page of the unit. Tell them, “These are the terms
you must understand by the end of this unit. Are there any key words that are new to you? If
so, circle them.”

Read to Understand
Ask a student to read the Read to Understand instructions aloud.
If necessary, review the instructions with students: “As you read, what are you going to do?
[elicit “circle new words” from students]. When you find an answer to one of the unit’s
questions, what are you going to do? [elicit “underline the answers” from students].”
Allow 10-15 minutes for student reading. Don’t allow students to use dictionaries during the
reading. Circulate to make sure students are underlining answers and circling new words. If not,
ask, “No new words?” and point to their text. If they are not underlining the answers, ask, “Can
you find any of the answers?” Some students may still be reluctant to mark up their texts, but
it is important for them to do so to help them to find and remember new words and phrases
and so that you can check their comprehension.
Allow students who finish reading early to use their dictionaries to look for new words. Or,
they can continue on to the Active Learning Practice.
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Active Learning Practice
Students can work with a partner or independently on this section. Review as a class to make
certain that students are pronouncing the numbers and dates correctly.
Numbers Review. Match the number or date to the citizenship question.
1803

The U.S. bought the Louisiana Territory from France.

4

We elect a President for how many years?

1787

When was the Constitution written?

27

How many amendments does the Constitution have?

3

Number of branches of government.

6

We elect a U.S. Senator for how many years?

July 4

When do we celebrate Independence Day?

Sept 11, 2001

Terrorists attacked the United States.

435

The House of Representatives has how many voting members?

November

In what month do we vote for President?

2

We elect a U.S. Representative for how many years?

9

How many justices are on the Supreme Court?

18

When must all men register for the Selective Service?

18

How old do citizens have to be to vote for President?

July 4, 1776

When was the Declaration of Independence adopted?

10

Number of amendments in the Bill of Rights.

100

How many U.S. Senators are there?

April 15

When is the last day you can send in federal income tax forms?

Comprehension Check
Before asking students to turn to this page in their workbooks, say, “Now let’s review the
answers. Who wants to read question 1?” Ask a student to read question 1 from the predicting
exercise on the board, and ask a student to volunteer the correct answer.
Say, “Show me where in the text you found that answer.” Circulate to make sure students have
underlined the answer in their texts. Continue with the remaining questions. Clarify student
answers.
Say, “Turn to the Answer Key in your handbook. Here you will find the answers to the
questions. Take a minute to look at these answers and see if you have any questions about the
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answers we discussed.” Answer student questions about Review questions 1-5 and 9, which
have more than one possible answer.
Ask students to turn to the Comprehension Check page in their books. Have them work in
pairs to review the questions.
Say, “Now evaluate how confident you feel about this unit’s questions. Notice you only have
to answer 6 of the 10 questions correctly on your exam. So circle one of the options, not
very confident, a little confident, or confident. Just put your opinion; any answer is OK. On the
lines below you can write up to 6 questions that, at this point, you want to spend more time
studying. I’ll give you a few minutes to evaluate yourself.”

Pronunciation Practice
Say, “Now that we have found the answers, we are going to focus on pronouncing them better.
Let’s take a look at the Pronunciation Practice section and read it together.”
1 syllable
Flag
vote
May
June
2
Labor
veto
obey
April
Christmas
July
fifteen
eighteen
3
Presidents
Columbus
Thanksgiving
September
October
November
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4
Memorial
Independence
February
Continue with syllable/stress, silent letters or circle exercise to help them to learn the
pronunciation of this unit’s key words.
Tell them, “Practice reading the unit’s questions and answers with a partner. Circle any words
or parts of words that are difficult to pronounce.”
After students finish practicing, review their pronunciation questions.

Oral Drilling
Remind students that their examiner may ask them not just to tell them the answer to the test
question, but to explain more about the answer. To review comprehension of the material with
the students, try the following questions:
• Tell me what you know about rights in a democracy.
• Why is voting important?
• What do taxes pay for?
• Why is the Selective Service important?
• What did you learn about holidays in the U.S.?
Include any other clarifying questions you can think of to help students to feel comfortable
explaining their answers during the oral exam.

Writing Practice
Ask students to turn to the Writing Practice section and try to complete the words on the page.
Circulate and check for mistakes.
Note to Teachers: Unlike most units, in which this activity is meant as a scaffolding exercise for the
Dictation Practice, this Writing Practice section incorporates vocabulary and possible sentences from
the USCIS Writing word list. Review these holidays with students and be sure to point out that Flag
Day is included on the reading and writing part of the test, even though it is not a national holiday.
1.
2.
3.
4.

February
May
June
July
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5. September
6. November
7. October
8. December
9. Presidents’ Day
10. Memorial Day
11. Flag Day
12. Independence Day
13. Labor Day
14. Columbus Day
15. Thanksgiving
16. Christmas
Now write sentences about the holidays. For example, Presidents’ Day is in February.
Memorial Day is in May.
Flag Day is in June.
Independence Day is in July.
Labor Day is in September.
Columbus Day is in October.
Thanksgiving is in November.
Christmas is in December.

Dictation Practice
Remind students of the 3 clarification questions ("Repeat, please. Slower, please. Louder,
please.") that they learned in the Getting Ready for Your Interview section. If possible, have
these questions posted in the classroom for ongoing reference.
Use this section to give students the opportunity to practice sentences for the dictation part of
the exam. Students will write answers that are possible responses to citizenship questions from
the reading vocabulary list. USCIS Officers are encouraged to pair the sentences on the reading
and writing test, but in some instances, the reading and writing items may not be paired.
Students have to write 1 out of 3 sentences correctly; numbers may be spelled out or written
as digits.
For this unit, dictate the following sentences:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Presidents’ Day is in February.
Independence Day is in July.
Flag Day is in June.
Labor Day is in September.
We vote for President in November.
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After students finish the dictation, write or ask a student to write the sentences on the board.
Make note of any easily confused or missing words to review with students.
Time permitting, you can help students to remember the sentences by erasing one word at a
time.

Final Assessment
This section gives students one final opportunity to practice the unit’s questions. They can
practice on their own or with a partner.
Students should choose the 3 questions from this unit that they find the most difficult and
write them in this section (If you are incorporating index cards, you can ask students to write
the 3 most difficult questions directly on their cards.). They can indicate if they feel more
confident than when they first started studying the unit by circling one of the options, not very
confident, a little confident, or confident. Encourage students who may have a tendency to be
hard on themselves to reconsider whether they feel more confident than when they started
studying this unit.
Prepare students to study independently by distributing 10 index cards to each student. They
can punch holes in a corner of the cards to make a ringed set of flashcards. Show students how
to copy the question on the front of the card and the answer on the back. Circulate and review
for accuracy, as some students don’t always copy correctly. Ask students to carry these cards
with them on the subway or other places where they can review the questions quickly. Ask
them to put the questions they find to be the most difficult toward the front.

Getting Ready for Your Interview
Read this section with students. Give students time to make note of important dates that
they want to learn to pronounce. You can use circle exercise to help students to practice
pronunciation of cardinal numbers used in dates, especially the TH sounds. For example, have
students organize themselves in chronological order by birthdate or by the date they arrived
in the U.S. For example, in a circle, each student can introduce himself with, “I was born on
______.” Provide correction as necessary.

Share What You Know (Optional Section)
These discussion questions are provided as an optional activity for classroom or pair use.
Students can be encouraged to discuss in class, read these at home, or write a response, as
appropriate.
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More Activities for Review
Now that students have been introduced to the 100 citizenship questions, you can continue
to use the strategies presented in this teacher’s manual to help them review the answers to the
questions. They are:
• Concentric Circles (using picture flashcards or flashcards of citizenship questions)
• One-Question Interview
• Make Your Own Board Game
• Sort the Question (by grammar structure, by topic, by easily confused questions, by level
of difficulty)
Other review options include:
• Create a “Jeopardy” game
• Ask students to create a timeline of personal and historical events
• Ask students to practice writing sentences about U.S. history using before/during/after
• Review the names of people that students need to know using this list and the current
elected officials:
 usan B. Anthony
S
Benjamin Franklin
George Washington
Abraham Lincoln
Thomas Jefferson
James Madison
Woodrow Wilson
Franklin Roosevelt
Martin Luther King, Jr.
John Roberts
Africans
Native Americans/American Indians
colonists
Europeans
the British
the Founding Fathers
terrorists
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Additional Pronunciation Practice options include:
• Short U sound
justice
Republican
sets up
must
• Long A sound
Abraham
slaves
States
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Notes

THE AMERICAN DREAM STARTS HERE.

